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REACHE 


JXVENTS HAVE MOVED RAPIDLY IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS IN THE LAST FEW DAYS. 

A NUMBER OF CONFLICTING MOTIONS AND AMENDMENTS WERE PUT DOWN FOR 
LAST TUESDAY'S. “DEFENCE ” DEBATE, WHICH FORMALLY MARKED THE ARRIVAL OF 
THE LABOUR PARTY’S BOMB CONTROVERSY IN THE HOUSE. 
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GEORGE 
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writes on the meaning 
of Christmas 
page nine 
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C. WRIGHT MILLS 


A pagan sermon to the 


On Wednesday of last. week an “official” Opposition motion for the 
debate was published, making no concession to the unilateralists. Signed by 


the 
group, the motion read: 


“That this House, asserting the 
paramount need for multilateral dis- 


armament but meanwhile accepting ' 


the responsibility involved in mem- 
bership of the Western Alliance, re- 
grets the failure of HM Government 
to. put..forward proposals for a 
balanced NATO. strategy in Europe 
and in particular for reducing the 
undue. reliance on nuclear weapons, 
to press for effective political control 
over the nuclear weapons of the West, 
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ticipation in the decisions governing 
the operation of missile-carrying sub- 
marines using facilities provided by 
this country.” 


Next day a rival motion was put down 
signed by Michael; Foot, Barbara Castle, 
Anthony Greenwood, Emanuel Shinwell, 


Judith Hart and Sydney Silverman. This 
read: 
“That this House condemns Her 


Majesty’s Government’s pursuance of a 
defence policy based on a nuclear strategy 
involving the continued manufacture of 
H-bombs by this country and the con- 
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our soil, which offers no defence for the 
country, encourages the spread of nuclear 
weapons in the world, and impaires any 
possibility of developing a foreign policy 
which could lead to general multilateral 
disarmament ‘and a real peace.” 

Last Friday the Liberals tabled an 
amendment to the Opposition motion. re- 
affirming their “support for NATO as a 
necessary shield” and seeking to clarify 
the Gaitskell motion. 


To this Emrys Hughes added a further 
amendment on Tuesday calling for the end- 
ing of all treaties and agreements with the 
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the ‘Gaitskell-Brown-Healey-Strachey 
group, the motion read: 


“That this House, asserting the 
paramount need for multilateral. dis- 
armament but meanwhile accepting 
the responsibility involved in mem- 
bership of the Western Alliance, re- 
grets the failure of HM Government 
to put. .forward proposals for a 
balanced NATO. strategy in Europe 
and in particular for reducing the 
undue. reliance on nuclear weapons, 
to press for effective political control 
over the nuclear weapons of the West, 
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ticipation in the decisions governing 
the operation of missile-carrying sub- 
marines using facilities provided by 
this country.” 


Next day a rival motion was put down 
signed by Michael; Foot, Barbara Castle, 
Anthony Greenwood, Emanuel Shinwell, 


Judith Hart and Sydney Silverman. This 
read: 
“That this House condemns Her 


Majesty’s Government’s pursuance of a 
defence policy based on a nuclear strategy 
involving the continued manufacture of 
H-bombs by this country and the con- 


tinued maintenance of nuclear bases on 


Committee of 100 


plans sit-down 
2,000 VOLUNTEERS WANTED BY FEB. 18 


A FOUR-HOUR ‘sit-down outside the Ministry of Defence on February 18 

to press home the demand for the immediate scrapping of the Polaris 
agreement was announced by the Committee of 100 at a press conference in 
London on Wednesday. Earl Russell is to lead the sit-down. 


Declaring that it has come together because of the appalling peril to 
which the Governments of East and West are exposing the human race, the 
Committee of 100 endorses the warning uttered by Earl Russell that 


“Every day, and at every moment of every day, a trivial accident a 
failure to distinguish a meteor from a bomber, a fit of temporary insanity 
in one single man, may cause a nuclear war, which, in all likelihood will put 
an end to man and to all higher forms of animal life.” 


It is in face of this threat that the Committee is organising a campaign 
of non-violent civil disobedience to nuclear war and to the manufacture and 
use of all weapons of mass extermination. 

The Committee says that it intends to post a declaration on the door of 
the Ministry of Defence, signed by all the demonstrators, “ serving notice on 
the Government that they can no longer stand aside while preparations are 
being made for the destruction of mankind.” 

Their action is expected to take place at about the time of the arrival of 
the Polaris submarine depot ship in Holy Loch. 

The Committee feels that the time has come for non-violent civil dis- 
obedience on a large scale and every attempt will be made to secure large 
numbers. 

It intends to defer the demonstration unless pledges to participate are 
received from 2,000 people. 

Only through large-scale participation in non-violent action can the 
Government’s nuclear policy be effectively challenged, it declares. 


and to obtain adequate British par- 
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our soil, which offers no defence for the 
country, encourages the spread of nuclear 
weapons in the world, and impaires any 
possibility of developing a foreign policy 
which could lead to general multilateral 
disarmament and a real peace.” 


Last Friday the Liberals tabled an 
amendment to the Opposition motion. re- 
affirming their “support for NATO as a 
necessary shield” and seeking to clarify 
the Gaitskell motion. 


To this Emrys Hughes added a further 
amendment on Tuesday calling for the end- 
ing of all treaties and agreements with the 
United States “that might involve us in 
war” and urging the Government to pre- 
pare a four-year plan for total disarma- 
ment, “including proposals for the ending 
of all foreign bases and the withdrawal of 
all foreign arms from all countries. . .” 


Although the Bomb thus reached the 
order paper, none of the amendments was, 
reached by the Commons on Tuesday. The 
voting was thus solely on the “ official ” 
Opposition motion, which was defeated by 
318 votes to 163—a Government majority 
of 163. 

* 


Over 50 Labour Members and all five 
Liberals stayed in their seats during the 
division, thus refusing to support the Gait- 
skell_ motion. Some reports put Labour 
abstentions as high as 70. 


Among these were several opponents of 
unilateralism, including Party Chairman 
Richard’ Crossman, who believes that the 
Scarborough decisions can be reconciled with 
more orthodox policy but that the Gaitskell 
motion made no attempt at reconciliation. 


The unilateralists thus did not manage 
by their abstention to make their distinctive 
position clear. Peace News has always urged 
that this will only be done by them tabling 
their own motions and voting for them. 

Now that they have started putting for- 
ward their own motions but these have not 
been called, there are two courses open to 
them: to vote against other motions instead 
of merely abstaining; and to further organise 
their collective resistance to orthodox poli- 
cies so that the machinery of the House of 
Commons will have to recognise them as a 
coherent grouping with a right to have their 
own motions and amendments debated. 

Today (Friday), Harold Davies will be 
putting a motion on the Government’s 
i policy and the Polaris base at Holy 
Loch. 


2—PEACE NEWS, December 16, 1960 



























PEACE NEWS 


The International Pacifist Weekly 
Editorial and Publishing Office: 
5 Caledonian Road, London N.1. 
Tel. TERminus 8248 
Cables: HOWPA, London. 
Distribution office for North America: 
160 North Fifteenth St., Philadelphia 2, Pa. 


Registered as a newspaper. Entered as second 
class matter, Post Office, Philadelphia, Pa. 


STANDARD RATES 
Great Britain and Abroad (Sea Mail) 
Three months 8s.; six months 16s.; one year 30s. 
AIRMAIL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
N. Africa and Middle East 
Three months 8s. 8d.; six months 17s. 4d.; 
India, South, East and West Africu 
America and South-East Asia 
Three months, 9s, 9d.; six, 19s. 6d.; year, 38s 
Australia and Far East 
Three months, 10s. 40d.; six, 21s. 8d.; year, 42s 
Air Express Edition 
G to US and all parts of America, from our US 
Sales Office, c/o American Friends Service Com- 


mittee, 160 North Fifteenth St., Philadelphia 2, Pa. 
$5 year, $1 three months’ trial. 


IMPORTANT 
All copy for classified and displayed adver- 


tisements, and diary notices, for insertion in 
the issue of December 30 must reach Peace 
News by Thursday, December 22, Because of 
the Christmas holidays the December 30 issue 
will in some cases be despatched one day late. 


TERMS: Cash with order, 3d. per word, min. 
2s. 6d. (Box No. 1s. extra). Please don’t send stamps 
in payment, except for odd pence. Address Box No 
replies: Peace News, 5 Caledonian Rd., London, N.1. 
Please send advertisements by first post Monday. 


MEETINGS 
MEETING ROOMS AVAILABLE at Peace News 
offices, seat 10—40, very reasonable charges, re- 
freshment facilities, piano. Apply The Warden, 5 
Caledonian Rd., King’s Cross, London, N.1. 


PERSONAL : 

ADVERTISER SEEKS practical help with Anglo- 
German marriage reconciliation problem. London 
Area. Box 868. aN 

CLOCK AND WATCH REPAIRS: In addition 
to the usual run of repairs to all types and quali- 
ties of timepieces we are engaged full time on the 
repair of antique and valuable clocks and now 
make a speciality of this. We collect and deliver 
in the Provinces as well as in the London area. 


Aubrey Brocklehurst, 6 Endsleigh St., London, 
W.C.1. EUSton 5501. 7 
DUPLICATING, verbatim shorthand, typing 


(tapes, etc.), translating. Mabel Eyles, 10 Beacons- 
field Road, London, N.11. ENTerprise 3324. 

GENUINE INTRODUCTIONS, friendship or mar- 
riage, all ages. V.C.C., 34 Honeywell Rd., London, 
S.W.11 


INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL. Clause 83 of the 
International Sanitary Regulations allows objectors 
to vaccination to enter other countries without 
vaccination certificates. Further information from 
National Anti-Vaccination League, 2nd Floor, 26/28 
Warwick Way, London, S.W.1. 

JEWELLERY, GOLD AND SILVER: Old or 
secondhand items wanted. Offers gladly made 
without obligation. Keen prices: Aubrey Brockle- 
hurst, 6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1. 

MEET INTERESTING PEOPLE through informal 


New moves to free 
Portuguese colonies 


"HE delegations from the United 

Kingdom and the Western Alliance 
were rapped on the knuckles by the 
UN General Assembly last week when 
they nominated Portugal for the 
Security Council. Their protégé re- 
ceived only 38 votes. 


How any delegate who believes in demo- 
cracy could have voted for Portugal I do 
not know. Many of us are proud of demo- 
cratic rights and personal liberties within 
Britain. We can be only ashamed when 
the British vote at the United Nations is 
cast for a cruel dictatorship. 


The vote of the Afro-Asian group went, 
of course, solidly against Portugal. The 
group is demanding fuller representation 
on the Security Council, and it looks as 
though it will get it. Already the United 
Arab Republic has secured a seat and 
Liberia will probably get one. 


The feeling that Europe it over-repre- 
sented was partly responsible for the vote 
against Portugal, but far stronger was in- 
dignation against Portugal’s colonial policy. 


Simultaneously an event was taking place 
in London which will prove in the long 
run an even greater rebuff to Portugal. 
Representatives of the national movements 
of the Portuguese colonies met and estab- 
lished a united front to co-ordinate their 
struggle for liberation. Four African organ- 
isations in Angola, three in Portuguese 
Guinea, and the Political Convention of 
Goa, co-ordinating the various nationalist 
organisations, were represented. African 
movements in Mozambique intended to 
send delegates, but they did not arrive. 
The fear is that they were arrested when 
trying to leave, 


Dictatorship 


It may seem strange that in each of the 
African countries under the Portuguese 
dictatorship there should be several Nation- 
alist movements, particularly as they are 
illegal. The variety is a reflection of the 
necessity to work underground. They 
spring up spontaneously in local areas and 
cannot function on a national scale. In- 
deed, it was only when representatives had 
crossed the frontiers that they learned in 


a Nene Ry. 


By Fenner Brockway, MP 


Chairman, Movement for Colonial Freedom 


Jones, Labour MP and distinguished bar- 
rister, did visit Luanda on behalf of the 
International Commission of Jurists and 
expressed concern to the authorities over 
reports that 57 persons, both Portuguese 
and European, accused of “crimes against 
the security of the State,” would not get a 
fair trial. 


In July the Secretary General of the 
Commission protested to the Prime Min- 
ister of Portugal against the refusal to 
allow Dr. Palma Carlos, the famous Portu- 
guese lawyer, to lead the defence of seven 
Europeans at Luanda. When Europeans 
are denied such facilities of defence one 
must assume, I fear, that African political 
prisoners are treated even more summarily. 


But to return to the meeting in the 
Commons Committee Room. We also 
heard from a representative from Portu- 
guese Guinea of a massacre of Africans at 
Pijiguite on August 3, 1959, followed by 
the arrest of Nationalist leaders still con- 
fined in “the concentration camp at 
Galinhas.” 


The representative from Goa, the only 
remaining European colony on the main- 
land of India, gave us startling figures. 
Between 1946 and 1957, we were told, 13 
Goa leaders were deported to Angola, Cape 
Verde Islands and Portugal, over 2,000 
nationalists were arrested, about 300 sent- 
enced to terms extending to 28 years’ 
imprisonment, and 87 were either shot or 
tortured to death. 


Three comments 
these reports. 


Britain is an ally of Portugal. Britain 
should exert an influence upon the Gov- 
ernment at Lisbon to end these tyrannies 
and barbarities. This would be specially 
appropriate in the case of Goa, because 
India is a member of the Commonwealth. 


should be made on 


Secondly, all the Western Powers are 
involved because Portugal is a member of 
NATO. The Portuguese Prime Minister 
(April 12, 1954) has claimed that NATO is 


committed to defend the territorial inte- 
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ditions required from all colonial Powers. 
If Portugal persists in refusal, the UN 
should appoint a Commission to visit the 
territories to learn what is happening. 


The Afro-Asian delegates at the UN 
boldly exposed Portugal’s colonial record. 
Their speeches were unreported in the 
British press, as were similar speeches pro- 
testing against the colonial dictatorship in 
Malta and other territories. When are 
voices from Europe and America to be 
raised in their support ? 


Copyright in Africa and Asia reserved 
to author. 
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CLOCK AND WATCH REPAIRS: In addition 
to the usual run of repairs to all types and quali- 
ties of timepieces we are engaged full time on the 
repair of antique and valuable clocks and now 
make a speciality of this. We collect and deliver 
in the Provinces as well as in the London area. 


Aubrey Brocklehurst, 6 Endsleigh St., London, 
W.C.1. EUSton 5501. “ 
DUPLICATING, verbatim shorthand, _ typing 


(tapes, etc.), translating. Mabel Eyles, 10 Beacons- 
field Road, London, N.11. ENTerprise 3324. 

GENUINE INTRODUCTIONS, friendship or mar- 
riage, all ages. V.C.C., 34 Honeywell Rd., London, 
S.W.11. 

INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL. Clause 83 of the 
International Sanitary Regulations allows objectors 
to vaccination to enter other countries without 
vaccination certificates. Further information from 
National Anti-Vaccination League, 2nd Floor, 26/28 
Warwick Way, London, S.W.1. 

JEWELLERY, GOLD AND _ SILVER: Old or 
secondhand items wanted. Offers gladly made 
without obligation. Keen prices. Aubrey Brockle- 
hurst, 6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1. 

MEET INTERESTING PEOPLE through informal 
hospitality of the Marriage Club. Both London 
and country members invited. Mrs. Prue White, 
14 Parliament Hill, London, N.W.3. 

PACIFISTS working in the City are asked to 
send their names to ~he Standing Joint Pacifist 
Committee who need their help. Secretary: 6, 
Apollo Place, S.W.10. Tel.: FLA 7906. 

WAR RESISTERS INTERNATIONAL welcomes 
gifts of foreign stamps. Please send to WRI, 88 
Park Ave., Enfield, Middlesex. i 

YOUNG MAN (30) would appreciate kind offer 
Christmas/New Year hospitality. England or 
Europe. Suggestions welcomed. Box 867. 


LITERATURE | 

BOOK AND STALL : Together is BOOKSTALL. 
To make these words one we need secondhand 
books and more helpers. Many roads lead to 
Peace, let Guihorne Road be YOURS. See P.N. 
Diary ‘‘ Every Week.”’ 

BRITAIN'S. OLDEST SOCIALIST WEEKLY— 
vigorous, forthright and consistently against war— 
the ‘‘ Socialist Leader.’’ Indispensable to members 
ef the PPU who want up-to-date information of 
home and world politics. Threepence weekly. Ob- 
tainable from your newsagent or from 48 Dundas 
“St., Glasgow, C.1., and 6 Endsleigh St., London, 


W.C.1. r 8 oF 
“ PROGRESS "’ for pacifist views on politics, 


books, etc. Specimen 6d. (postage 2d.). 64 Kill- 
yon Road, S.W.8. E : 
QUAKERISM. Information and literature re- 


specting the Faith and Practice of the Religious 
Society of Friends, free on application to Friends 
Home Service Cttee., Friends House, Euston Rd., 
London, N.W.1. 


BUSINESS acs ideo) 21 oi 
tor and all insurances but general 
herons Sie: M. Pay & Co., 45 Bulwer Rd., 
8081. 
uy nord F. COPPIN (late of Rochford), 891 
London Rd., Leigh-on-Sea, Essex—Phone Leigh-on- 
Sea 77773—specialise in Life Assurance. 


FOR SALE 
SUCCESSFUL MEETINGS NEED BOOKSTALLS. 
Up-to-date selections of books and pamphlets sup- 
pi “on sale or return” for meetings of all 
kinds. _Housmans Bookshop, the Peace News book- 
sellers, 5 Caledonian Road, King’s Cross, London, 


MATCHES FOR CHRISTMAS: A_ dependable 
range at all prices, fully guaranteed. Appro. avail- 
able. Aubrey Brocklehurst, 6 Endsleigh Street, 
London, W.C.1. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 
VOLUNTARY HELPERS urgently needed at 
Peace News office for Christmas ecard fund-raising 
work. Hours—Tues. and Thurs. 9.30-6 p.m. Mon., 
Wed., and Fri. 9.30-9 p.m. 5 Caledonian Rd., 
London, N.1 (TERminus 8248.) ; 
VEGETARIAN COOK MANAGERESS required at 
once, for small cafe, Monday to Friday 9-5. Nature 
Cure Clinic, 13 Oldbury Pl., W.1. WELbeck 2787. 
SITUATIONS WANTED ' 
FOULNESS DEMONSTRATOR urgently requires 
work. Will Warren, 22 Waterperry, Oxford. 
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movements in Mozambique intended to 
send delegates, but they did not arrive. 
The fear is that they were arrested when 
trying to leave. 
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Dictatorship 


It may seem strange that in each of the 
African countries under the Portuguese 
dictatorship there should be several Nation- 
alist movements, particularly as they are 
illegal. The variety is a reflection of the 
necessity to work underground. They 
spring up spontaneously in local areas and 
cannot function on a national scale. In- 
deed, it was only when representatives had 
crossed the frontiers that they learned in 
some cases of each other’s existence. 


The London meeting, therefore, is more 
than a union of the movements in the 
different colonies. It will serve to unite 
and strengthen the movements in each terri- 
tory. The joint committee will operate 
from an office at the headquarters of the 
Movement for Colonial Freedom (374, 
Gray’s Inn Road, London, W.1). A still 
more representative conference is being 
planned. 


I was present at the meeting in a Com- 
mittee Room of the House of Commons 
when the representatives from Angola, 
Guinea and Goa gave reports to Members 
of Parliament and to the press. 


The spokesman from the Portuguese 
territories gave us grave reports. Angola 
appears to be under military occupation. 
We were told of air bases, military exer- 
cises with napalm bombs, constant move- 
ments of armed troops, indiscriminate 
arrests, and even massacres, of which de- 
tails were given at two places, Icolo and 
Bengo, last June. 


It was alleged that at Bengo soldiers 
fired without warning on a crowd of 1,000 
killing 30 people and injuring over 200, 
and that at Icolo the village was set on 
fire and totally destroyed. It was asserted 
that on November 2 eight African political 
prisoners were executed without trial at the 
military prison of Luanda. 


It is fair to say that when, earlier in the 
year, I protested to the Portuguese Ambas- 
sador in London about the events at Bengo 
and Icolo, he denied them categorically. 
One of the difficulties is that the Portuguese 
colonies are without independent observers 
and are denied freedom of writing or 
speech 


In May of this year, however, Mr, Elwyn 


ence to terms extending §=§6tO 0 626 years” 
imprisonment, and 87 were either shot or 
tortured to death. 


Three comments should be made on 
these reports. 


Britain is an ally of Portugal. Britain 
should exert an influence upon the Goy- 
ernment at Lisbon to end these tyrannies 
and barbarities. This would be specially 
appropriate in the case of Goa, because 
India is a member of the Commonwealth. 


Secondly, all the Western Powers are 
involved because Portugal is a member of 
NATO. The Portuguese Prime Minister 
(April 12, 1954) has claimed that NATO is 
committed to defend the territorial inte- 
grity of the member-states and that this 
includes Goa (presumably, also, the Portu- 
guese African territories). When India 
challenged this interpretation the NATO 
Powers were silent. If they believe in 
democracy they should repudiate any obli- 
gation to defend colonial dictatorships. 


Thirdly, the United Nations cannot ignore 
these repudiations of the Charter and the 
Declaration of Human Rights. The Assem- 
bly has called on Portugal to provide the 
annual reports on social and economic con- 
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Send notices to arrive first post Monday. Include 
Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, street); nature of 
event; speakers, organisers (and secretary’s address). 


Friday, December 16 

HOUNSLOW, Middx.: 8 p.m. Alexandra School 
Hall, Holloway St. (Bulstrode School Entrance). 
‘‘ Brains trust—any questions on the Bomb?” 
Yan Mikardo, Sydney Silverman, MP, Jim Mortimer. 
Heston and Isleworth CND. 

LONDON, W.1: 6 p.m.-8.30 p.m. Emergency 
demonstration, assemble outside BBC Portland PI. 
at 6 p.m. for ‘‘ Polaris Protest ’’ March along 
Oxford St. and Regent St. London Region CND. 

MAIDENHEAD, Berks: 7.45 p.m. Friends Mtg. 
Ho., West St. ‘* Modern War—A Challenge to 
Christians ’’—Diana Collins and Francis Jude. Film : 
** Deadly the Harvest ’’. 

Sunday, December 18 

GRANGE-OVER-SANDS, Lancs.: 3 p.m. Public 
mtg. Cartmel Friends Mtg. Ho. Charles Hamer: ‘‘The 
Imperatives of Peace.’’ G-o-S Peace Group. 

LONDON, S.W.1: 2.15 p.m. Air St. (behind 
Swan and Edgar), Piccadilly. Special Christmas 
poster parade. Westminster CND. 

Monday, December 19 


BIRMINGHAM: 8 p.m., 221 Vicarage Rd., 
Kings Heath. Mtg. of Kings Heath and Cotteridge 
Pew. 

LONDON, W.C.1: 6-8 p.m., 6 Endsleigh St. 
Social evening, Central London PPU. 

Wednesday, December 21 

LONDON, E.C.3: 1.05 to 1.50 p.m. on the steps 
of St. Paul’s Cathedral. Recital of carols by the 
choir of Friends’ School, Saffron Walden; Con- 
ductor: Richard Sturge. In aid of elderly Algerian 
refugees. 


LONDON, N.9: 8 p.m. Congregational Church 
Hall, Lower Fore Street, Rev. Alan Lamb: ‘ The 
Christmas Story '’. EDMONTON PPU. 


Thursday, December 22 
LONDON, E.11: 8 p.m. Friends Meeting Ho., 
Bush Rd., Leytonstone Social FoR and PPU. E.10 
and E.11 PPU. 
LONDON, S.W.1: 7.15 p.m. Assemble Waterloo 
Pl., Lower Regent St. Special Christmas poster 
parade, Trafalgar Sq. and Strand. Westminster CND. 


Friday, December 23 
LONDON, W.C.1: 7 p.m. to 12. St. 
Town Hall, CND Christmas dance : Humphrey 
Lyttelton and his band; Anthony Parr and jazz 
orpheans. Tickets 10s. adults, 6s. YCND members; 
from CND, 2 Carthusian St., E.C.1. 
Thursday, December 29 


LONDON, E.11: 8 p.m. Friends Meeting Ho., 
Bush _ Rd., Leytonstone. Group discussion. E.10 
and E.11 PPU. 


Pancras 


Friday, December 30 


BRISTOL: 7 p.m. 58 Archfield Road, Cotham. 
Win Peters at home to combined PPU groups. 
Bristol Central PPU. 
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Every week; £ 
SATURDAYS 


LONDON, W.11: Golborne Rd., off Portobello 
Market, north end. Peace Bookstall in Market. 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Helpers for two-hour. shifts are 
needed. Apply to the Secretary, BAY 2086, or 
Organiser, FLA 7906. Porchester PPU. 


SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS 


LONDON: 72 Oakley Sq., N.W.1. Week-end 
work camps take place whenever possible. ‘Phone 
EUS 3195. Work for needy sections of the com- 


munity. IVS. 
THURSDAYS 


LONDON, E.11: 3 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho., Bush 
Rd. (near Green Man), E.10 and E.11 Group PPU. 





By Sybil Morrison 


THE WHOLE 
LOAF 


“. . , Unquestionably such a measure 
(abolition of capital punishment) would 
conflict with the national conscience to- 
day ... beyond all . . . there remains 
a public conscience with a simple view 
of right and wrong, and an equally 
simple idea of just retribution.’—Sunday 
Times, December 11. 








T['HE attempt to throw a sop to the 
abolitionists by the introduction of 
the Homicide Act, which laid down 
certain categories for capital murder, 
has resulted, as half-measures usually 
do, in the discovery that, in fact, a 
half loaf can be worse, in certain cir- 
cumstances, than no bread. 


As the Sunday Times leader writer points 
out: “It is not inherently worse to kill a 
policeman than to kill a politician, or to 
kill while robbing than to kill to gain from 
an insurance policy,” but having said so 
much, which no one would dispute, the 
writer then, unfortunately, comes down on 
the side of abolishing the Homicide Act in 
favour of return to what he calls “the full 
range of capital murder.” 

And so the issue is joined. It may be a 
long struggle, but it is a tremendously im- 
portant one, for it demands the whole loaf 
and nothing less on both sides; all the 
statistics and all the expert opinions will 
once more emerge; all the arguments for 
deterrence, retribution, protection for the 
police and the helpless people, will be 
marshalled once more, and support. of 
public opinion will be canvassed by both 
sides. 


For pacifists, however, there is no pro- 
blem; for them statistics and expert opinion 
one way or the other are unimportant since 
the basic crime of using human beings as 
a means to an end is one against which 
pacifists are united, for it violates the 
belief in the sanctity of human life and 
the integrity of the individual. 


* 


The Sunday Times leader writer demands 
retribution and excuses this reaction on the 


ee SSS ee SY ae ee 


aT! ene leew. 


NEW START IN 
BECHUANALAND 


By Molly Clutton-Brock 


Guy and Molly Clutton-Brock, widely known for their work at the St. 
Faith’s Mission Farm in Southern Rhodesia, are now helping to launch the 
Pilikwe Development Association in Bechuanaland, the British Protectorate 
that lies between South Africa and Southern Rhodesia. 

So that they can “keep in touch with growing points arising from St. 
Faith’s”” and respond to requests to help village developments in Nyasaland 
they have kept a base in Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia, where they have “a 
delightful round bed-sitter house and a tent available for visitors.” 

Here Molly Clutton-Brock gives Peace News readers a glimpse of her 
new life and news of this effort to help the Bamangwato people with village 


development. 


WE arrived at Pilikwe, perhaps a 

year later than anticipated, and 
stayed with Ella Khama, now 
widowed by Tshekedi Khama’s tragic 
death at the prime of his life. Her 
calm determination to carry on and 
“help our people” was manifest in 
all her movements. 

A social club had been started. The 
Chief had died, and though a member ex- 
pressed the feeling that they were orphaned 
there was a strong urge to help themselves. 
This growing point was being fostered 
mostly by the women with Mrs. Khama’s 
initiative. 

There was talk of the need for a better 
clinic building. The walls and floors could 
be made by the women, the menfolk would 
willingly cut the timbers and erect the roof, 
but cash was required for the more perma- 
nent roofing sheets. 

Club members knew from their visits to 
the distant hospital that vegetables were 
necessary for health. They decided to grow 
vegetables and sell them in the village. 
Severe water shortage had deterred most 
villagers from growing vegetables for them- 
selves as individuals. Concert parties and 
the sale of attractive children’s clothes and 
knitted garments produced by members 
would help to raise money. But where 
did the village cash come from . . .? 

* * * 


Tshekedi Khama’s eldest son was at 
home for a few days between his visits to 
the various family lands and cattle posts. 
Would we go with him to Nata ? 

We went in a five-ton lorry with a gay 
load of school children and two teachers 
on holiday, an ex-Army sergeant in charge 
of the ‘“ kitchen.”’ plus drivers and hench- 


with traders and farmers showed that very 
little if any grain had been stored by the 
people the previous year, rain had been 
short and patchy this year, some people 
had not even ploughed, and many had very 
little to reap. It would be possible to buy 
corn. .. Some families are rich in cattle, 
but most have not enough to buy the 
things which they would like without mem- 
bers of the family seeking work in the 
mines or industrial towns. At this moment 
all alike are poor in that there is a “ stand- 
still” order throughout the territory and 
the cattle cannot be converted into cash 
and corn. 

To begin to blend cash economy into 
the village life and develop a real sense of 
responsibility in each man and woman re- 
gardless of his tribe had seemed essential 
to Tshekedi Khama. He had envisaged the 
possibility of the best of tribalism merging 
with the modern world to form balanced 
societies. 

When he visited us at St. Faith’s some 
years ago he appreciated the fact that in- 
dividual families were benefiting by the co- 
operative efforts in the village, and the pro- 
ductive and educational value of the com- 
mon farm. He fully understood that the 
villagers’ participation and the tesponsi- 
bility felt in committees and discussion 
groups was as basically essential in the 
modern world as the consultations in the 
kgotlas (traditional meeting places) were to 
a wise and progressive chief in a tribal 
society. 

* * * 

After Tshekedi’s death we heard that the 
headman and the menfolk at the kgotla 
(which meets daily) had already agreed on 
an area approximately 1,000 acres to be 
put aside for the Pilikwe Development 
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WHAT—NO MORE 
CONCHIES?2 


1? you youngsters of 50 

and under, a Britain 
without conchies is hard 
to imagine. Yet conscrip- 
tion will soon end, and 
the Conscientious Objector 
to Military Service will 
pass into history along 
with crossing-sweepers and 
muffin-men. 

There is even some talk of installing a 
brace of stuffed conchies, male and female, 
in the Natural History Museum, Failing 
volunteers for post-mortem exhibitionism, 
wax figures could be substituted. 


And should controversy arise as to what 
a typical conchy looks like—for they in- 
clude everything from egg-heads to prize- 
fighters—I will gladly rough out a few 
designs for composite types. 

This raises a _ vital question: When 
massacre is no longer a branch of compul- 
sory education, how will the young socio- 
logical student, wishing to study the penal 
system at first hand, get into prison? 


This is important, in view of the sweep- 
ing penal reforms which resulted from the 
invasion ox. our jails by an army of in- 
cipient soci:l reformers during the First 
War. 

There is, ho\¥vever, no reason for gloom 
and despondency’. It is easy enough to get 
into prison if you’ choose your crime care- 
fully. 

I do not advise burglary, brawling or 
other popula: malfe @Sance, owing to the 
difficulty of getting a, ‘rested, Either you'd 
have to tramp the str. tets for hours look- 
ing for a policeman, or else ’phone 999 for 
an appointment, in whic.® case they might 
take you to a Home inst< ‘24 of a prison. 

A far more profitable mei thod of dungeon- 
crashing is Direct Action. This crime has 
the further adyantage of est ablishing your 
reputation as a good citizen. 

But the fact is, of course, ‘hat so long 
as Parliament consists of two 1) °arties with 
but a single foreign policy, therc’ll always 
be plenty of things to object to, s‘0 there'll 
always be jobs for conscientious c.“iminals, 

And they'll always need a paper to back 
them up, and that paper will always be: in “ 
urgent need of money. 


B. J. BOOTHROYD. 
Contributions since Nov. 25 : £44 18s, 2d. - 
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police and the helpless people, will be 
marshalled once more, and support of 
public opinion will be canvassed by both 
sides. 


For pacifists, however, there is no pro- 
blem; for them statistics and expert opinion 
one way or the other are unimportant since 
the basic crime of using human beings as 
a means to an end is one against which 
pacifists are united, for it violates the 
belief in the sanctity of human life and 
the integrity of the individual. 


* 


The Sunday Times leader writer demands 
retribution and excuses this reaction on the 
grounds of conscience. What kind of con- 
science is it that refuses to a human per- 
son any chance of redemption? What 
kind of conscience is it that uses a human 
being’s life as a means towards deterring 
someone else from the same crime ? 


Public opinion is very easily roused 
towards retaliation and revenge; these emo- 
tions are commonly worked upon when it 
is a question of organising millions of 
people to kill millions of other people in 
war; and they can equally well be used as 
a means towards revenge upon the mur- 
derer which does not take into account the 
wrong done to those who must do the 
killing, and the futility so far as any real 
deterrent is concerned. 


Actually, the fact that capital punish- 
ment exists in this country’s laws is not the 
reason why the population as a whole re- 
frains from murder; the overwhelming 
majority are morally and emotionally 
opposed to killing their fellow human 
beings. Even when Governments give them 
leave to kill by declaring war and by con- 
scripting them to do so, they tend to hold 
back until they have been’ convinced by 
propaganda, and by law-making, that they 
can do no other. 


In fact the natural anger that wanton 
murder arouses in the minds of ordinary 
people is much more logical and under- 
standable than the unnatural anger aroused 
by propaganda methods against other 
nations; but it is quite impermissible to 
label that natural anger as “ conscience,” 
for conscience means a moral sense of nght 
or wrong, not for someone else, but for 
oneself, 


Each one who says: “This man must 
hang” takes the lever of the trap which 
drops that man to his death into his own 
hands, and assumes himself the right to 
refuse a human being the chance of re- 
demption. 


Hanging, like war, is licensed murder; 
half-measures against licensing murder will 
not, have not, and cannot work. Total 
abolition is the answer to both. 
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vegetables and sell them in the village. 
Severe water shortage had deterred most 
villagers from growing vegetables for them- 
selves as individuals. Concert parties and 
the sale of attractive children’s clothes and 
knitted garments produced by members 
would help to raise money. But where 
did the village cash come from .. .? 
* * * 


Tshekedi Khama’s eldest son was at 
home for a few days between his visits to 
the various family lands and cattle posts. 
Would we go with him to Nata ? 

We went in a five-ton lorry with a gay 
load of school children and two teachers 
on holiday, an ex-Army sergeant in charge 
of the “kitchen,” plus drivers and hench- 
men. 

About 250 miles from home we camped 
in huts and slept outside round the fires 
within sound of elephants and sight of 
torn-up trees and other traces of their 
close proximity. 

Here the Msarwa people (tall Bushmen) 
who wished to work for the Bamangwato 
cattle owners lived their simple life. They 
were dignified and bright eyed, and fascin- 
ating to watch as they joined the party to 
exchange news with much badinage and 
desc *ntive gesture. 

} aerdsmen knew the animals indivi- 
dually. Perhaps they did not know the 
actual number they cared for, but they knew 
all about each one, its parentage and beha- 
viour. They kept their own beasts amongst 
the herd they were responsible for, of 
which some might have been given to them 
for their services. Milk could be used, and 
clothing and a gift of tobacco would make 
up the tangible payments for services 
rendered. 

In addition one could feel the mutual 
understanding of this system, the security 
felt by the people by the presence of a 
sufficient number of cattle, and the con- 
cern of the young chief for his people as 
he tended the sore eyes or burns of old or 
young or decided to carry off the ailing to 
hospital, 

It was a wonderful and healing experi- 
ence to spend those days among people of 
differing tribes and language, after months 
in the hurly burly of trains, towns and 
talking in Europe! Rut there were tales 
of cattle having “ died like flies,” of water 
being less than usual, of foot-and-mouth 
disease, of the shortage of “ quotas” to 
sell beasts through the new and only abat- 
toir in the vast Protectorate—121 miles to 
the railway line and more than 300. miles 
beyond. 

Back in Pilikwe conversations with agri- 
cultural authorities, with young and old, 
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dividual families were benefiting by the co- 
operative efforts in the village, and the pro- 
ductive and educational value of the com- 
mon farm. He fully understood that the 
villagers’ participation and the responsi- 
bility felt in committees and discussion 
groups was as basically essential in the 
modern world as the consultations in the 
kgotlas (traditional meeting places) were to 
a wise and progressive chief in a tribal 
society. 
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* * * 

After Tshekedi’s death we heard that the 
headman and the menfolk at the kgotla 
(which meets daily) had already agreed on 
an area approximately 1,000 acres to be 
put aside for the Pilikwe Development 
Association. The Bamangwato people felt 
that the scheme should be started at 
Pilikwe, but they invited us to join them to 
help generally with village development in 
their territory, 

The first steps have been taken, and 
although offers of the gift of a beast or a 
bag of corn will now be hard to realise, 
the work of preparing to cultivate the first 
50 acres of land has begun. The stakes 
have been cut to carry the wire, which 
must help to keep kudu, porcupine, ostrich 
and ox from the crops, Later some of us 
will plough and sow, others cultivate and 
shout to scare the staggeringly persistent 
pigeons, while all will pray for rain in due 
season. 

It looks a very tough year to embark on 
such a project, but the soil is good, there 
is sufficient land, there are enough folk of 
understanding to initiate the scheme both 
on the spot, and we believe, overseas. 
There is certainly a firm feeling at the 
heart of the village community that God 


will help those who try to help themselves, 


The African Development Trust (9 Hop 
Gdns., St. Martin’s Lane, London, W.C.2) 
send copies of a newsletter giving reports 
of Pilikwe and other projects to anyone 
interested. 
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ing for a policeman, or else phone 999 for 
an appointment, in whic.® case they might. 
take you to a Home inste ‘2d of a prison. 

A far more profitable me ‘hod of dungeon- 
crashing is Direct Action. This crime has 
the further advantage of est ablishing your 
reputation as a good citizen. 

But the fact is, of course, :‘hat so long 
as Parliament consists of two 1°arties with 
but a single foreign policy, therc’ll always 
be plenty of things to object to, s‘0 there'll 
always be jobs for conscientious c.iminals, 

And they’ll always need a paper t.0 back 
them up, and that paper will always be: in « 
urgent need of money. 


B. J. BOOTHROYD. 


Contributions since Nov. 25 :; £44 18s, 2d. 
Total since Feb, 1: £1,356 4s, 11d. 


Still needed : £1,144, 


Please make cheques, etc, payable te 
Lady Clare Annesley, Treasurer, Peace 
News, 5 Caledonian Rd., London, N.1. 


Vera Brittain. 


her classic of World War | 
TESTAMENT OF YOUTH 


now available as a paperback 5s. 





p> ‘Its value, as an experience and as 


literature, is above commendation’ 
STORM JAMESON, Sunday Times 


‘Adds immensely to the document- 


ation of the human soul’ REBECCA 
WEST, Daily Telegraph 


‘Poignant... passages of tragic 
beauty’ OBSERVER 
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HOW NATO IS WRECKING 
THE UNITED NATIONS 


rPHIs is probably the last year in 
which the Western ...Powers can 
procrastinate about the admission 
of the Peking Government. to the 
United Nations without: suffering a 
humiliating defeat in a+ General 
Assembley vote. 


This’ warning came at the start of a very 
significant House of Commons. .debate 
on Monday. Since much of the British 
press still regards Communist China as 
a distant, and. therefore. unimportant, 
problem, good for the occasional sensa- 
tional story about its social organisa- 
tion, it is worth recalling what was said 
on this occasion. 


Mr. Desmond. Donnelly was. moving. a 
motion of censure on the Government: 
“That this House, in the interests of 
world, peace, censures the Government’s 
consistent failure to press for the admis- 
sion to the United Nations of the 
People’s Republic of China, as represent- 
ing the Government of China.” 


He pointed out that the country might. be 
within a year or 18 months of. explod- 
ing its first nuclear bomb and—in a radio 
interview later that evening—stated that 
within a few years China intended to 
have one third of its population under 
arms. What was the use of discussing 
disarmament while such a country was 
excluded ? 


Mr. Godber, the Foreign Office Under- 
Secretary, replying for the Government, 





said that it was willing to raise the rank 
of its mission in Peking from that. of 
Charge d’Affaires to ambassadorial status. 
The Government hoped it would have 
the opportunity of discussing the China 
question. with the new US Administra- 
tion at an early stage. The British Gov- 
ernment, he stated, thought China, should 
be in UN, but “other Governments took 
different views.” 


The motion was defeated by 259 votes to 
177. Votes were cast against it, many 
speakers explained, solely because it was 
phrased as a motion of censure; in fact, 
not a single Member of any Party 
appears to have opposed the idea that 
China should be in UN. 


This reflects fairly accurately the over- 
whelming opinion—when they care to 
think about it—of the British public and 
press. . Nevertheless the British Govern- 
ment has consistently refused, year after 
year, to support any move at UN to 
admit China. 


Everyone knows why this is so: it is not 


the policy of the United States Govern- 
ment, advised by the Pentagon and the 
Central Intelligence Agency. In a mili- 
tary alliance the senior partner calls the 
tune, whatever the subject, and the others 
have to fall into line. It is for Ameri- 
can military reasons that China is being 
kept out, with all the dangers that this 
policy involves. 


It is questions such as China which demon- 


strate the political rigidity of the military 
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Four million unemployed 
rPHE unemployed in, the United States 


numbered more than 4,000,000 in 
November—the biggest figure for the 
month since the depression in the Thirties. 
The total was 4,031,000, compared with 


3,579,000 in October—an _ increase _ of 
ASD NOON whnemninved 


the 158 signatures to its declaration pub- 
lished on December 6 were those of. the 


“Circle of 36” who. announced similar 
aims at the end of October, 


* 


Students from Kenya studying abroad in- 


clude 1,159 in Great Britain, 440 in the 


alliances. Their members: are left with 
no freedom of action at all, no influence 
as a pressure on the senior partner. 


In fact, the situation is precisely the oppo- 
site to that claimed by the Government 
and the multilateralists in the Labour 
Party. They say they must keep the 
Bomb and the alliances so as to preserve 
freedom of action in international affairs. 


At Scarborough Mr. Gaitskell repeated the 
old claim that at the centre of Labour 
foreign policy was the United Nations. 
He is wrong, and China is: witness to the 
fact—Labour foreign policy as conceived 
by Gaitskell is founded on NATO. 


Of course vague claims of support for UN 
are always good for a cheap cheer in a 
tight corner, but how have so many 
intelligent people swallowed the Gaits- 
kell story book, Party line and sinker ? 
Probably because they have never ques- 
tioned in their minds the power of the 
military over everything’ else. 

This is the crux of the matter. If military 
alliances feature anywhere in a _ pro- 
gramme, they force themselves by. their 
very nature into first place. 


Campaigns and 


strategy 
wrt do the following names mean to 
the average newspaper reader: 


Vickers, Manuel, Howard, Teed, Kava- 
nagh, Stokes, Chandler, Jones, Chrimes, 
Tatum, Walden and Constantine? Add 
the better known names of Marwood, 
Podola, Harris and Forsyth, and we have 
the list of those whose necks we have 
broken on the gallows since the Homi- 
cide Act was introduced in 1957. 


It is welcome news that at last the National 
Campaign for the Abolition of Capital 
Punishment is coming back to life after 
three dormant years. Its resuscitation 
has been caused by a widespread real- 
isation that the 1957 Act was and is a 
disastrous failure, an attempt to find a 
compromise on hanging where no such 
compromise exists. 
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one leap. 
“compromise”? to, have worked for in 
1956 would have been a trial period of 


It may be that ‘a realistic 


total abolition. This would not have, 
sacrificed principles, yet it might have 
been more palatable to the waverers. 


Of course, many people rightly see more 
than one moral issue at stake here. They 
are also thinking of the protection of 
society which is alleged to be increased 
by the threat of the gallows. An im- 
portant part of the abolisionists’ work is 
consequently educational by nature: we 
have to show that abolition has been 
successful in most countries in Europe. 
Most people will be quite unimpressed 
by moral attitudes if at the same time 
they have in the’ back of their minds 
that these are hopelessly impractical and 
unrealistic. Fortunately they are not, and 
it is our task to exploit this good 
fortune. 


When all this has been said, however, it 
remains true that there is an obvious 
moral case against executions. The 
warders, hangmen, priests, governors and 
Home Office officials who man the scaf- 
fold—like the soldiers who commit tor- 
ture—are doing something intensely per- 
sonal and degrading to fellow human 
beings. ; Perhaps this is why it is easier 
to be angry: about these subjects than 
anything else. The bomb-aimer in his 
plane can escape the fruits of his handi- 
work; not so the hangman. 


The Homicide Act was a failure, but the 
agitation that led to it was of the utmost 
significance. The rallies, marches and 
petitions of that time were part of the 
awakening of conscience which, along 
with the protests against Suez, Hungary, 
the Bomb and Sharpeville, took us from 
the Fifties to the Sixties—out of apathy 


Mr. Godber, the Foreign Office Under- 
Secretary, replying for the Government, 


It is questions such as China which demon- 
strate the political rigidity of the military 











Four million unemployed 


PPHE unemployed in, the United States 

numbered more than 4,000,000 in 
November—the biggest figure for the 
month since the depression in the Thirties. 
The total. was 4,031,000, compared with 
3,579,000 in October—an_ increase of 
452,000 unemployed. 


The Department of Labour said on Mon- 
day that the decline in factory employment 
now extended to nearly all industries, and 
not only to the steel and motor industries 
affected earlier. 


Integrated schools 


PPHE US Supreme Court unanimously 

backed racial integration in Louisiana 
schools on Monday by upholding a federal 
court rejection of the state legislature’s 
efforts to prevent it. 


In another. ruling on. Monday | the 
Supreme Court disallowed an Arkansas law 
requiring teachers. at state schools give the 
names of organisations to which they have 
belonged or subscribed in the previous five 
years. The law—aimed at organisations 
advocating integration—provided that no 
teacher who did not. give a list of organ- 
isations should be employed. 


The same day a Negro elementary school 
in Atlanta, Georgia, was badly damaged by 
a dynamite explosion. 


A Kenya boycott 


ENYA African National Union Mem- 

bers returned in next February’s elec- 
tion will boycott the Legislative Council 
unless Jomo Kenyatta is released. 

The Times’ Nairobi correspondent re- 
ports that the general opinion there is that 
the Government intends to release him 
when the election is over but before an 
African-dominated Council can vote it. 


West Germany’s elections 
A NEW Party will campaign in next 
year’s elections in West Germany. Its 


motto will be: “ For peace and disengage- 
ment—against armament and war.” Among 
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the 158 signatures to its declaration pub- 
lished on December 6 were those of. the 
“Circle of 36” who announced similar 
aims at the end of October, 


“* 

Students from Kenya studying abroad in- 
clude 1,159 in Great Britain, 440 in the 
United. States of America, and 51 in 
Communist countries. There are also 396 
at Makerere College, the Colonial Secre- 


tary stated in a Parliamentary Written 
Answer on December 6. 


Freedom for Algeria was the theme of a 
3,000-strong silent march of Turkish 
university students in Istanbul on 
Monday, There were no arrests or 
damage, and the students dispersed later 
in orderly fashion, 


Adolf Eichmann’s trial for Nazi war crimes 
is expected to start in Israel on March 6 
of next year, 
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nagh, Stokes, Chandler, Jones, Chrimes, 
Tatum, Walden and Constantine? Add 
the better known names of Marwood, 
Podola, Harris and Forsyth, and we have 


the. list of those whose necks we have 


broken on the gallows since the Homi-'- 


cide Act was introduced in 1957. 


It is welcome news that at last the National 
Campaign for the Abolition of Capital 
Punishment is coming back to life after 
three dormant years, Its. resuscitation 
has been caused by a widespread real- 
isation that the 1957 Act was and is a 
disastrous failure, an attempt to find a 
compromise on hanging where no such 
compromise exists. 


Unfortunately we seem to learn most from 
our mistakes. It took a series of shock- 
ing executions to give momentum to the 
Campaign in 1955-56, and there is little 
doubt that it is the. recent work of the 
hangmen and the anomalies in the Act 
which have aroused public opinion again. 
(One is led to wonder whether it will 
take a Korean War with tactical nuclear 
weapons to bring people to their senses 
about the Bomb). 


It looks, however, as though some sort of 
compromise appears to be necessary for 
a lot of people: they cannot jump from 
apathy to a clear-cut moral position in 
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Home Office officials who man the scaf- 
fold—like the soldiers who commit tor- 
iure—are doing something intensely per- 
sonal and degrading to fellow human 
beings. Perhaps this is: why it is easier 
to be angry about these subjects’ than 
anything else. The bomb-aimer in his 
plane can escape the fruits of his handi- 
work; not so the hangman. 


The Homicide Act was a failure, but the 
agitation that led to it was of the utmost 
significance. The rallies, marches and 
petitions of that time were part of the 
awakening of conscience which, along 
with the protests against Suez, Hungary, 
the Bomb and Sharpeville, took us from 
the Fifties to the Sixties—out of apathy 
and into the present. That is no small 
achievement. 





1960 DRAWS TO 
A CLOSE 


JN the next two issues Christopher 

Farley and J. Allen Skinner, Asso- 
ciate Editor of Peace News, will be 
looking at the lessons of the year now 
ending. 
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We want freedom based on non-violence 


PEACE NEWS has relentlessly used 

its columns to voice the opinion 
of thousands and thousands of free- 
dom fighters interested in non-violent 
struggles. 


We of the United National Inde- 
pendence Party, Northern Rhodesia, 
are now in the midst of one such 
struggle. We are struggling to free 
ourselves from all that is inhuman, 
something that makes man be ashamed 
of himself. We are not racialists as is 
often alleged. We preach no racial 
hatred nor any other for that matter. 


All that we demand is to be free to 
develop our talents to the full and there- 
fore to be in a position to contribute some- 
thing to mankind, This, we feel, we cannot 
do so long as the reins of government 
remain in the hands of the privileged few. 


We know only too well that fear is 
behind all our difficulties in Northern 


By KENNETH KAUNDA 


Rhodesia—fear by minority and privileged 
groups of rule by the majority. Yet we 
have assured them from time to time that 
the policy of non-violence is based on the 
rock foundation of love. We try to base 
our activities on this great principle of love. 
We have said we have no intention of re- 
moving foreign oppression and replacing it 
with a local one—one of our own. We 
believe oppression is bad and wrong re- 
gardless of its source. We believe this is 
a humanitarian approach and that it is the 
only right one. 


Lastly, may I ask Peace News to allow 
me to. wish the Conference that will be 
held in India within the next few days 
success. 


I have no doubt in my mind that the 
people who will be meeting at this Confer- 
ence in Gandhigram are men and women 
dedicated to the cause of non-violence. 


They will be putting their heads together 
in the service of mankind. Man needs to 
do a lot of rethinking in his approach to 
the problem of human conflict. 


Let the arming of man against man in 
the sense of destructive weapons give way 
to the arming of man in non-violent 
methods, It is the only hope for mankind 
today. 


I wish the Conference success in all its 
deliberations and in its efforts to spread 
this important gospel. 


Mr. Kenneth Kaunda is one of the prin- 
cipal delegates to the Central African 
Federal Review Conference in London. 
He represents the United National Inde- 
pendence Party of Northern Rhodesia. 
With representatives from Nyasaland and 
Southern Rhodesia he walked out of the 
Conference on Monday, The Guardian’s 
Commonwealth Correspondent, Patrick 
Keatley, calls him “a passionate believer 
in Gandhian non-violence.” 


WILLIAM HENRY writes from 
New Haven State Jail, USA 


MY SWIM TO THE 
‘ETHAN ALLEN’ 


WILLIAM HENRY, 27, is one of nine American pacifists arrested on Noy, 22 
for attempting to “interfere” with the launching of the Polaris missile-firing 
submarine “Ethan Allen”. during ceremonies in New London, Connecticut. 

With Donald Martin, 20, he swam through the freezing waters of New 
London Harbour to board the nuclear vessel and register their protest against 


PEACE NEWS, December 16, 1960—S5 








the arms race. 


The nine, members of the Committee for Non-violent Action (CNV A), are 
to be tried before a Federal Grand Jury. If convicted they could be sentenced 
to ten years imprisonment or fined $10,000. 


They were all taken to the State Jail after the demonstration where four 
of them started hunger strikes and preached civil disobedience to the other 


inmates. 


remanded each of the four to one day’s solitary confinement. 


Sheriff J. Edward Slavin complained bitterly about this action and 


He also threat- 


ened to send them to the Federal Correctional Institution at Danbury, because 
his prison is “ not equipped to cope with the situation.” 


The other seven arrested were Madeline Gins, 20, Edmond Lities, 20, Peter 
Friedlander, 19, Larry Orenstein, 17, Victor Richman, 20, Roger Aarons, 20, 


and Richard Zink, 20. 


{FROM the New London City Dock we could see the first two of our boats 


—a canoe and a dory—towed away by coastguards. 


The tiny craft had 


set out to obstruct the launching of the Polaris submarine “ Ethan Allen.” 


Shortly after 11.30 am, a third boat 
manned by Victor Richman and Larry 
Orenstein left City Dock and headed 
toward the slipways of the General Dyna- 
mics Electric Boat shipyards across the 
harbour, 

Don Martin and I had planned to begin 
swimming toward the submarine when the 
third boat entered the restricted area sur- 
rounding the launching site. 

Our timing was poor. The boat left too 
soon and we arrived at our jumping off 
point rather late, 

Only two minutes remained before the 
“Ethan Allen” was to be launched, We 
quickly stripped down to bathing trunks 
and jumped into the calm, icy waters. We 
were numbed with cold and gasped for air. 

We heard whistles blow and saw the 
“Ethan Allen” slide smoothly,,down_ the 
ways, 

“We're too late,” I thought,. but Don 
and: I agreed. to survey the situation from 
piles near, the slipways before making our 
next move, 

As we swam, shipyard workers waved 


warnings to halt, Others shouted at us to 





as we reached the pilings. 
yelled at us to come aboard. 


“ Are we under arrest ?” I asked. ‘‘ Yes,” 
he replied, but unconvincingly. He replied 
the same when asked again, 

I swam over, grabbed on to the boat 
and pulled myself up. Suddenly the coast- 
guard stopped me and ordered, “Hold it.” 

A voice over the ship’s radio instructed, 
“Let them swim,” 

“Navy says let them swim so you have 
to go back,” the coastguard told me. 

I soon rejoined Don in the water, He 
had decided not to go aboard in the first 


A coastguard 





William Henry has a practice swim near a US Navy fitting 
out basin. 


place. We pushed off in the direction of 
the submarine, situated in the centre of the 
river with its colourfully draped bow point- 
ing toward us about 250 yards away, 


Another coastguard launch immediately 
moved into our path, We split up, Don 
heading around the bow and myself around 
the rear, 


The launch retreated but soon reappeared 
with another launch, bow to bow in front 
of us. We swam between them, 

Another boat blocked us. Don headed 
for the bow and went around it, I headed 
for the stern but the launch backed up, I 
was blocked. 

The considerate young skipper of the 
launch asked me to come aboard, 1 told 
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(non-violent, of course !) 


IN GERMAN SCHOOL 


POSTERS advertising the Bundes- 
wehr (German Army) were re- 
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stop speaking in school on certain topics 
and to discontinue certain extra-curricular 
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him that I felt obligated to keep. trying 
until I was _-exhausted.. Someone. said, 
“You'll never make it.” Just then another 
coastguard exclaimed, “ Look, his buddy is 
there already!” I could see Don clinging 
to the drapery halfway up the sub’s bow 
150 feet away. 


I felt weary and numb. The skipper 
threw me a buoyant ring but I avoided it. 
He told me that he felt responsible for my 
safety, I said I would be careful and that 
I felt I had a duty just as he had a duty. 

After several minutes I was able to swim 
around the stern, 

As I moved closer to) the sub. a huge 
section of wooden launching cradle bobbed 
to the surface. A man amidships’ yelled, 
“You'll be killed if you stay there.” 

I moved toward the bow and the ship 
seemed to start. moving ahead, I grabbed 
the red, white and blue bunting and pulled 
myself up, finally reaching the rope guard. 
rails on deck. ' 

I was shivering violently from the cold, 
My body weaved and I was barely con- 
scious, 

I had made my protest. 
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Our timing was poor. The boat left too 
soon and we arrived at our jumping off 
point rather late, 

Only two minutes remained before the 
“Ethan Allen” was to be launched, We 
quickly stripped down to bathing trunks 
and jumped into the calm, icy waters. We 
were numbed with cold and gasped for air. 

We heard whistles blow and saw the 
“Ethan Allen” slide smoothly,,down the 
ways, 

“We're too late,” I thought, but Don 
and I agreed to survey the situation from 
piles near the slipways before making our 
next move, 

As we swam, shipyard. workers waved 
warnings to halt, Others shouted at us to 
stay out, : 

A coastguard boat pulled up to’ us ‘just 





Deep South students 
confer on racial unity 


HE first south-wide meeting of White 

students to discuss their place in the 
current student movement for integration 
was held at Highlander Folk Sch: Ten- 
nessee, from November 11-13. 

Fifty-nine persons, representing sixteen 
colleges and universities, discussed “ The 
Role of the White Student in the Current 
Struggle.” In addition, more than fifty 
students and faculty members from nearby 
colleges attended several of the sessions. 
Ten Negro students participated as consul- 
tants and advisors. 

The group agreed that White students 
are wanted by Negro students to take part 
in the movement at every level, including 
strategy and policy making. They also felt 
that the White students are responsible for 
taking the initiative in contacting Negro 
students to find out how they can be of 
most help in giving support to the move- 
ment. 

Colleges and universities from which 
students came were: Tiniversity of the 
South, Sewanee, Tennessee; Vanderbilt, 
Peabody, Scarritt, Fisk and American Bap- 
tist Theological Seminary, Nashville; Lane 
College, Jackson; University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville; Florida State, Tallahassee and 
Rollins, Winter Park, Florida; University of 
Louisville; University of Texas, Austin; 
Emory University, Atlanta, Georgia; Uni- 
versity of Virginia, Charlottesville, Vir- 


ginia; Antioch College, Yellow Springs, 
Ohio; and Union Theological Seminary, 
New York. 


| bet them Swim,” 

“Navy says let them swim so you have 
to go back,” the coastguard told me. 

I soon rejoined Don in the water, He 
had decided not to go aboard in the first 


for the bow and went around it. I headed 
for the stern but the launch backed up, I 
was blocked. 

The considerate young skipper of ‘the 
launch asked me to come aboard, T told 
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(non-violent, of course !) 


IN GERMAN SCHOOL 


POSTERS advertising the Bundes- 

wehr (German Army) were re- 
cently chased out of one German 
school by posters of the IdK. (Ger- 
man branch of the War Resisters’ 
International). 


The Bundeswehr poster had been. hang- 
ing. in a classroom in the Nidda (Ober- 
hessen) School. On November 12. an 
IdK poster reading: ‘ We refuse all war ser- 
vice” appeared beside it and ‘simultane- 
ously in three other upper form class- 
rooms. On discovering them two hours 
later, the school’s director removed them 
and assigned detentions to the boys in each 
of the four classes who had’ posted them. 


Asa result of this action the classroom 
teacher removed the Bundeswehr poster. 
Another teacher, in an opinion poll of his 
class, discovered that six of the 12 boys 
(though none of the girls) opposed mili- 
tary service. 


When oposition to the removal of the 
posters grew among staff and pupils, the 
director relented in his first threat to have 
the pacifist Canadian teaching assistant in 
the school fired. Instead he ordered that 
the assistant should be restricted to enter- 
ing only the lower classes. The assistant 
was a “Communist,” misusing his position 
as a “guest,” in Germany, he warned one 
of the boys disciplined. 


Two months ago an unknown informer 
reported to the police in Gissen that the 
assistant had made: “Communist” state- 
ments in class, The alleged “crime” had 
occurred suring a discussion of Britain’s 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament which 
the assistant had held with an upper form 
when invited by them to a discussion dur- 
ing one of their free periods. 

The police handed the charge on to the 
iessen Education Department which called 
the assistant in for a twochour session of 
“legal advice.” He refused to promise to 


stop speaking in school on certain topics 
and to discontinue certain extra-curricular 
pacifist work. 

The assistant, who taught in a London 
Comprehensive school before coming to 
Germany, reports however that the direc- 
tors in both the schools where he “ assists ” 
have ordered all English teachers not. to 
permit him to be alone with any class in 
the school. 

Opposition to conscription in Germany 
is not-rare however. Some schools refuse 
to, post. or distribute any Bundeswehr 
materials. | Whenever Bundeswehr leaflets 
are sent him, reports one upper form Eng- 
lish teacher, he tells his class that since 
other political propaganda is forbidden in 
the schools, the leaflets are “in a» thou+ 
sand pieces in the waste basket of the staff 
room.” 

“YT will give you permission to go and 
piece them together if you wish,” he tells 
them. 

A few weeks ago the officer in charge 
of a military board reprimanded and then 
released one of Nidda’s graduates who 
passed. out leaflets to all the young poten- 
tial conscripts explaining the conscientious 
objection clause. 

A history student of Frankfurt University 
who as contact man for the war resisters 
(Verband der Kriegsdienstverweiger) ar- 
ranges meetings in schools to present the 
arguments for conscientious objection says 
that “some, but few,” schools accept the 
offer, 

Nevertheless, significant’ numbers of 
young Germans are declaring themselves 
conscientious objectors. It is common 
knowledge that one age-group was care- 
fully avoided in the call-up several years 
ago because they were just old enough to 
remember the last war and turned out in 
large numbers in protest demonstrations. 

But the light grey of Germany’s new 
soldiers is becoming more fashionable on 
West German streets. 


“Arter several minutes I was able to swim 
around the stern, 

As I moved closer tothe sub. a huge 
section of wooden launching cradle bobbed 
to the surface. A man amidships yelled, 
“You'll be killed if you stay there,” 

I moved toward the bow and the ship 
seemed to start moving ahead, I grabbed 
the red, white and blue bunting and pulled 
myself up, finally reaching the rope guard. 
rails on deck. 

I was shivering violently from the cold, 
My body weaved and I was barely con- 
scious, 

I had made my protest. 


Bradford’s five 
questions on CD 


RADFORD ' City Council are being 

petitioned by the local CND to answer 
the following. five questions ..on | Civil 
Defence: 

1. Where are the deep shelters located ? 

2. Where are the-emergency food stocks? 

3. Where are the supplies of blood 
plasma, other medical. equipment and 
supplies ? 

4. Where are the special facilities for 
treating radiation sickness ? 

5. To where and’ how ‘would’Bradford . 
people be evacuated should warning 
be given of ‘heavy radio-activity ? 

Copies of the petition form may be ob- 

tained from A. E, South, 22 Park Grove, 
Bradford 9, 
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A PAGAN SERMON TO 


We make no apology for reprinting this 


‘ 


“sermon,” which has 


already received considerable attention in the United States. It 
confronts Christian clergy with a challenge which is seldom more 
powerfully presented. 


"TO say that war has become total is to say that the reach of modern weaponry 
_ now makes every soul on earth a quite possible victim of sudden hell. It 
is to say that weapons have become absolute, and that every calculation from 


on high now includes a military calcu- 
lation. 


It is to say that the decision makers of 
every nation, in particular those of the 
United States, are now possessed by the 
crackpot metaphysics of militarism. But 
more than that: it is to say that the 
morality of war now dominates the curious 
spiritual life of the fortunate peoples of 
Christendom. 


World War III is already so total that 
most of its causes are accepted as “ neces- 
sity’; most of its meaning as “ realism.” 
In our world “necessity’’ and “ realism” 
have become ways to hide lack of moral 
imagination. In the cold war of the poli- 
ticians and journalists, intellectuals and 
generals, businessmen and preachers, it is 
above all else moral imagination that is 
most obviously lacking. One reason for 
this lack, I am going to argue, is what 
must surely be called the moral default of 
the Christians. 


The ethos of war is now the ethos of 
virtually all public thought and sensibility. 
But I must limit this article to the fact of 
moral insensibility in the Western world 
and to the religious failure that supports it. 

By moral insensibility I refer to the mute 
acceptance—or even the unawareness—of 
moral atrocity. I mean the lack of indig- 
nation when confronted with moral horror. 
I mean the turning of: this atrocity and this 
horror into morally approved conventions 


C..WRIGHT MILLS is Professor 
of Sociology at Columbia University, 
New York, and author of a number 
of recent important books, including 
THE Power ELITE and THE CAUSES 
OF WorLD Wak III. 
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of feeling. I mean, in short, the incapacity 


for moral reaction to event and character, 
to high decision and the drift of human 
circumstance. 


Such moral insensibility has its roots in 
World War I; it became full-blown during 
World War II. The “saturation bomb- 
ing” of that war was an_ indiscriminate 
bombing of civilians on a mass scale; the 
atomic bombing of the peoples of Hiro- 
shima and Nagasaki was an act committed 
without warning and without ultimatum. 
By the time of Korea, the strategy of oblit- 





eration had become totally accepted as 
part of our moral universe. 


The pivotal decision, made by the United 
States and by the Soviet Union, is the 
monstrous one, as Lewis Mumford has put 
it, of trying “to solve the problem of 
absolute power, presented by nuclear 
weapons, by concentrating their national 
resources upon instruments of genocide.” 


The spokesmen of each side say they 
know that war is obsolete as a means of 
any policy save mutual annihilation, yet 
they search for peace by military means 
and in doing so they succeed in accumu- 
lating ever new perils. Moreover, they 
have obscured this fact by their dogmatic 
adherence to violence as the only way of 
doing away with violence. 


There has not before been an arms race 
of this sort—a scientific arms race domi- 


duction shifts watching with aloofness and 
even visible indifference, as children were 
“ saturation bombed ” in the narrow cellars 
of European: cities. Man had become an 
object; and in so far as those for whom 
he was an object felt about the spectacle at 
all, they felt powerless, in the grip of 
larger forces, having no part in those 
affairs that lay beyond their immediate 
areas of daily demand and gratification. 


It was a time of moral somnambulance. 
And worst of all, from the religious point 
of view, the people of this continent were 
often brightly hopeful—while what used to 
be called the deepest convictions were as 
fluid as water. 


It is as if the ear had become a sensitive 
soundtrack, the eye a pecision camera, ex- 
perience an exactly-timed collaboration be- 
tween microphone and lens. And in this 
expanded world of mechanically vivified 
communications, the capacity for experi- 
ence is alienated, and the individual be- 
comes the spectator of everything but the 
human witness of nothing. 


In all the emotional and spiritual realms 
of life, facts now outrun sensibility, and 
these facts, emptied of their human mean- 
ings, are readily gotten used to. There is 
no more human shock in official man; there 
is no more sense of moral issue in his un- 
official follower. There is only the un- 
opposed supremacy of technique for im- 
personal, calculated, wholesale murder. 


This lack of response I am trying to 
sum up by the altogether inadequate phrase 
“moral insensibility,” and I am suggesting 
that the level of moral sensibility, as part 
of public and private life, has in our time 
sunk below human. sight. 


Religion today is part of this sorry 
moral condition; to understand the crucial 
decisions of our pivotal times it is not 
necessary to consider religious institutions 
or personnel or doctrine. Neither preachers 
nor laity matter; what they do and what 
they say can be readily agreed with, 
and. safely ignored. I am aware that there 
are exceptions, but the average output is 
correctly heard as a parade of worn-out 
phrases. In the West, religion has become 
a subordinate part of the overdeveloped 
society. 
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itself is of no felt consequence. Men and 
women, in brief, are religiously indifferent; 
they find no religious meanings in their 
lives and in their world, 


The verbal Christian belief in the sanc- 
tity of human life has not of course been 
affected by the impersonal barbarism of 
twentieth-century war. But this belief does 
not itself enter decisively into the plans 
now being readied for World War III. 


A savage politician once asked how 
many divisions the Pope had—and it was 
a relevant question, No one need ask how 
many chaplains any army that wants them 
has, The answer is: as many as the 
generals and their other satraps feel the 
need of. Religion has become a willing 
spiritual means and a psychiatric aide of 
the nation-state. 


Total war 


Total war must indeed be difficult for 
the Christian conscience to confront, but 
the current Christian way out makes it 
easy; war is defended morally and Chris- 
tians easily fall into line—as they are led 
to justify it—in each nation in terms of 
“Christian faith” itself. Men of religious 
congregations do evil; ministers of God 
make them feel good about doing it. 
Rather than guide them in the moral cul- 
tivation of their conscience, ministers, with 
moral nimbleness, blunt that conscience, 
covering it up with peace of mind. 


The moral death of religion in North 
America is inherent neither in religion nor 
specifically in Christianity. At times this 
religion has been insurgent; at other times, 
complacent; and it has been characterised 
by repeated revivals. Just now it is neither 
revolutionary nor reactionary, and it makes 
no real effort to revive itself in order to 
examine great public issues and the troubles 
of individuals from a fresh religious per- 
spective. It does not count in the big 
political balance of life and death. 


This is not surprising. In their struggle 
for success religious institutions have come 
into competition with two great contem- 
porary forces: amusement and politics. 
Each of these has been winning over reli- 
gion; and when religion has seemingly won 
over them, it has failed as religion. 
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States and by the Soviet Union, is the 
monstrous one, as Lewis Mumford has put 
it, of trying “to solve the problem of 
absolute power, presented by nuclear 
weapons, by concentrating their national 
resources upon instruments of genocide.” 


The spokesmen of each side say they 
know that war is obsolete as a means of 
any policy save mutual annihilation, yet 
they search for peace by military means 
and in doing so they succeed in accumu- 
lating ever new perils. Moreover, they 
have obscured this fact by their dogmatic 
adherence to violence as the only way of 
doing away with violence. 


There has not before been an arms race 
of this sort—a scientific arms race domi- 
nated by the strategy of obliteration, And 
at every turn of this hideous competition, 
each side becomes more edgy, and the 
chance becomes greater that accidents of 
character or of technology will trigger the 
sudden hell. 


The key moral fact about this situation 
is the virtual absence within ourselves of 
absolute opposition to these assumptions 
of our ruling élites, to their strategy, and 
to the policies by which they are carrying 
it out. And the key public result is the 
absence of any truly debated alternatives. 
In some part the absence both of opposi- 
tion and of alternatives rests upon, or at 
least is supported by, the fact of moral 
insensibility. 


Moral gulf 


Between catastrophic event and everyday 
interest there is a vast moral gulf. Who in 


North America experienced, as human 
beings, World War II? Men_ fought; 
women waited; both worked. About the 


war they all said the same kinds of things. 
Nobody rebelled, nobody knew public 
grief. In the emotional economy there was 
efficiency without purpose. 


It was a curiously unreal business. A 
sort of numbness seemed to prohibit any 
real awareness of what was happening. It 
was without dream and so without night- 
mare, and if there were anger and fear and 
hatred—and there were—still no main- 
springs of feeling and conviction and com- 
passion were let loose in despair or furor; 
no human compiaint was focussed rebei- 
liously upon the political and moral mean- 
ings of the universal brutality. 


People sat in the movies between pro- 


that the level oy moral sensidilily, as part 
of public and private life, has in our time 
sunk below human. sight. 


Religion today is part of this sorry 
moral condition; to understand the crucial 
decisions of our pivotal times it is not 
necessary to consider religious institutions 
or personnel or doctrine. Neither preachers 
nor laity matter; what they do and what 
they say can be readily agreed with, 
and. safely ignored. I am aware that there 
are exceptions, but the average output is 
correctly heard as a parade of worn-out 
phrases. In the West, religion has become 
a subordinate part of the overdeveloped 
society. 


New doctrine 


If there is one safe prediction about 
religion in this society, it would seem to be 
that if tomorrow official spokesmen were to 
proclaim XYZ-ism, next week 90 per cent 
of religious declaration would be XYZ-ist. 
At least in their conforming rhetoric, reli- 
gious spokesmen would reveal that the new 
doctrine did not violate those of the church. 


As a social and as a personal force, 
religion has become a dependent variable. 
It does not originate; it reacts. It does not 
denounce; it adapts. It does not set forth 
new models of conduct and sensibility; it 
imitates. Its rhetoric is without deep 
appeal; the worship it organises is without 


piety. 


It has become less a reVitalisation of the 
spirit in permanent tension with the world 
than a respectable distraction from the 
sourness of life. In a quite direct sense, 
religion has generally become part of the 
false consciousness of the worid and of the 
self. 


Among the cheerful robots of the mass 
society, not human virtue but human short- 
comings, attractively packaged, lead to 
popularity and success. They are men and 
women without publicly relevant conscious- 
ness, without awareness of shocking human 
evil, and their religion is the religion of 
good cheer and glad tidings. That it is a 
religion without dreary religious content is 
less important than that it is socially brisk 
and that it is not spiritually unsettling. It 
is a getting chummy with God, as a means 
to quite secular good feelings. 


With such religion, ours is indeed a 
world in which the idea of God is dead. 
But what is important is that this fact 


specifically m Christianity. At times this 
religion has been insurgent; at other times, 
complacent; and it has been characterised 
by repeated revivals. Just now it is neither 
revolutionary nor reactionary, and it makes 
no real effort to revive itself in order to 
examine great public issues and the troubles 
of individuals from a fresh religious per- 
spective. It does not count in the big 
political balance of life and death. 


This is not surprising. In their struggle 
for success religious institutions have come 
into competition with two great contem- 
porary forces: amusement and _ politics. 
Each of these has been winning over reli- 
gion; and when religion has seemingly won 
over them, it has failed as religion. 


The most obvious competition is with 
the world of industrialised entertainment. 
Competing with these mass means of dis- 
traction, churches have themselves become 
minor institutions among the mass media 
of communications. They have imitated 
and borrowed the strident techniques of 
the insistent publicity machines, and in 
terms of the pitch-man (with both the hard 





and the soft sell), they have quite thor- 
oughly banalised the teachings, and indeed 
the very image, of Christ. 


I do not believe that anything recognis- 
ably Christian can be put over in this way. 
I suggest that this religious malarkey dis- 
educates congregations; that it kills off any 
real influence religious leaders might have. 
Even if the crowds come, they come only 
for the show, and if it is the nature of 
crowds to come, it is also their nature soon 
to go away. And in all truth, are not the 
television Christians in reality armchair 
atheists ?. In value and in reality they live 
without the God they profess; despite 
10,000,000 Bibles sold each year in the 
United States alone, they are religiously 
illiterate. 


“Tf Christ had been put on television to 
preach the Sermon on the Mount,” Mal- 


By Professor C. Wright Mills 


colm Muggeridge has recently remarked, 
“viewers would either have switched on to 
another channel, or contented themselves 
with remarking that the speaker had an 
interesting face. Christ might have become 
a television personality, but there would 
have been no Christianity.” 


If you, as Christian ministers, accept the 
entertainment terms of success, you cannot 
succeed. The very means of your “ suc- 
cess” make for your failure as witnesses, 
for you must appeal to such diverse moral 
appetites that your message will necessarily 
be generalised to the point of moral empti- 
ness. If you do not specify and confront 
teal issues, what you say will surely ob- 
scure them. If you do not alarm anyone 
morally, you will yourself remain morally 
asleep. If you do not embody controversy, 
what you say will inevitably be an accept- 
ance of the drift to the coming hell. 


And in all this you will continue well the 
characteristic history of Christianity, for the 
Christian record is rather clear: from the 
time of Constantine to the time of global 
radiation and the uninterceptible missile, 
Christians have killed Christians and been 
blessed for doing so by other Christians. 


Politics, like religion, has of course also 
come into competition with and been 
deeply influenced by the world of enter- 
tainment and its means of attraction and 
distraction. But the realities of politics and 
of economics are nowadays very difficult to 
ignore; they just won’t down, for they are 
part of the insistent military lie that now 
dominates official civilised endeavour. 


‘Above’ politics 


Religion cannot compete with this poli- 
tical peril. What vision of hell compares 
with the realities we have and do now 
confront? And the point is that ministers 
of God are not foremost among those few 
men who would define and expose the 
morality of the political decisions and lack 
of decisions that lie back of these morally 
atrocious events and preparations. For a 
church whose congregation contains all 
political views and which is out for statis- 


tical success feels it must prosperously 
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led and that is morally standing up ? The 
Christian ethic cannot be incorporated 
without compromise; it can live only in a 
series of individuals who are capable of 
morally incorporating themselves. 


Do not these times demand a little 
Puritan defiance? Do not they demand 
the realisation of how close hell is to being 
a sudden and violent reality of man’s world 
today ? 


Should not those who still have access to 

the peoples of Christendom stand up and 
denounce with all the righteousness and 
pity and anger and charity and love and 
humility their faith may place at their com- 
mand the political and the militarist 
assumptions now followed by the leaders 
of the nations of Christendom? Should 
they not denounce the pseudo-religiousity 
of men of high office who would steal 
religious phrases to decorate crackpot poli- 
cies and immoral lack of policies ? 


Official slogans 


Should they not refuse to allow immo- 
rality to find support in religion 2? Should 
they not refuse to repeat the official, un- 
Christian slogans of dull diplomats who do 
not believe in negotiation, who mouth 
slogans which are at most ineffective masks 
for lack of policy? Should they not 
realise that the positive moral meaning of 
what. is called ‘‘ neutralism” lies-in the: re- 
solve that the fate of mankind shall not be 
determined by the  idiotically-conducted 
rivalry of the United States and the Soviet 
Union ? 


I do not wish to be politically dogmatic, 
but merely brief, and, as you gentlemen 
surely have recognised, I am. religiously 
illiterate and unfeeling. But truly I do not 
see how you can claim to be Christians and 
yet not speak out totally and dogmatically 
against the preparations and testing now 
under way for World War III: 


As I read it, Christian doctrine in con- 
tact with the realities of today cannot lead 
to any other position. It cannot condone 
the murder of millions of people by clean- 
cut young men flying intricate machinery 
over Euro-Asia, zeroed in on cities full of 
human beings—young men. who two years 


because this. is. now so, to. lift up and to 
make. knowledgeable the level of moral 
sensibility is the strategic task of those who 
would be at peace. 


Your role in the making of peace is less 
the debating of short-run and immediate 
policies than the confrontation of the whole 
attitude toward war and the teaching of 
new views of it by using them in criticism 
of current policies and decisions. And in 
the end, I believe the decisive test of Chris- 
tianity lies in your witness of the refusal 
by individuals and by groups to engage in 
war. Pacifism, I believe, is the test of your 
Christianity—and of you. At the very 
least, it ought to be THE debate within 
Christendom. 


The brotherhood of man is now less a 
goal than an obvious condition of bio- 
logical survival. Before the world is made 
safe again for American capitalism or Soviet 
Communism or anything else, it had better 
be made safe for human life. 


But you may say: “Don’t let’s get the 
church into politics.” If you do say that, 
you are saying: “ Don’t let’s get the church 
into the world; let’s be another distraction 
from reality.’ This world is political. 
Politics, understood for what it really is 
today, has to do with the decisions men 
make which determine how they shall live 
and how they shall die. They are not 
living very well, and they are not going to 
die very well, either. 


Politics is now the locale of morality; 
it is the locale both of evil and of good. 
If you do not get the church into the moral 
issues of politics, you cannot confront evil 
and you cannot work for good. You will 
be a subordinate amusement and a political 
satrap of whatever is going. You will be 
the great Christian joke. 


Final time? 


Men and ideas, the will and the spirit, 
are now being tested, perhaps in all truth 
for the final time; and in this testing so far 
you Christians are standing in default. The 
key sign of this is the fact of your general 
lack of effective opposition, of your par- 
ticipation in the fact of moral insensibility. 
That, of course, is a world fact about 
publics and mases and élites, but it is all 
the more grievous among Christians, if only 
because of the expectations that they have 
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and answers and doctrines and programmes. 
According to your belief, my kind of man 
—secular, prideful, agnostic and all the 
rest of it—is among the damned. I’m on 
my own; you’ve got your God, It is up to 
you to proclaim gospel, to declare justice, 
to apply your love of man—the sons of 





God, all of them, you say—meaningfully, 
each and every day, to the affairs and 
troubles of men. Jt is up to you to find 
answers that are rooted in ultimate moral 
decision and to say them out so that they 
are compelling. 


I hope your Christian conscience is 
neither.at.ease. nor at attention, because if 
it is I must conclude that it is a curiously 
expedient and ineffective apparatus. I hope 
you do not believe that in what you do 
and in how you live you are denouncing 
evil, because if you do, then I must con- 
clude that you know nothing of. evil and 
so nothing of good. I hope you do not 
imagine yourselves to be the bearers of 
compassion, because if you do you cannot 
yet know that today compassion without 
bitterness and terror is mere girlish senti- 
ment, not worthy of any full-grown man. 


I hope you do not speak from the moral 
centre of yourself, because if you do, then 
in the dark nights of your soul, in fear 
and in trembling; you must be cruelly 
aware of your moral peril in this time of 
total war, and—given what you, a Christian, 
say and believe—I, a pagan, pity you. 


Reprinted by kind permission of the 
author and of his London publishers, 
Secker and Warburg. 
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part of the insistent military lie that now 
dominates official civilised endeavour. 


‘Above’ politics 


Religion cannot compete with this poli- 
tical peril. What vision of hell compares 
with the realities we have and do now 
confront? And the point is that ministers 
of God are not foremost among those few 
men who would define and expose the 
morality of the political decisions and lack 
of decisions that lie back of these morally 
atrocious events and preparations. For a 
church whose congregation contains all 
political views and which is out for statis- 
tical success feels it must prosperously 
balance ‘“‘ above”. politics—which means 
that it serves whatever moral. default the 
affairs of mankind: reveal. 


As a mass medium, religion has become 
a religiously ineffective part of the show 
that fills up certain time slots in the weekly 
routine of cheerful robots. The minister 
goes his curious way, bringing glad tidings 
into each and every home. 


Believe me, I do not wish to be rude, 
but I am among those pagans who take 
declarations seriously, and so I must ask 
you, as declared Christians, certain ques- 
tions: 


What does it mean to preach? Does it 
not mean, first of all, to be religiously 
conscious ?. I do not see how you can 
preach unless as a man you are the oppo- 
site to the religiously indifferent. To be 
religiously conscious, I suppose, is to find 
some sort of religious meaning in one’s 
own insecurities and desires, to know one- 
self as a creature in some kind of relation 
with God which increases your hope that 
your expectations and prayers and actions 
will come off. I must ask: for you, today, 
what is that religious meaning ? 


To preach, secondly, means to serve as a 
moral conscience, and to articulate that 
conscience. I do not see how you can do 
that by joining the publicity fraternity and 
the weekend crusaders. You cannot do it 
by “staying out of politics.” I think there 
is only one way in which you can compete 
as religious men with religious effect: you 
must be yourself in such a way that your 
views emanate unmistakably from you as 
a moral centre. From that centre of your- 
self you must speak. 


So I must ask: why do you not make of 
yourself the pivot, and of your congrega- 
tion the forum, of a public that is morally 
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rivalry of the United States and the Soviet 
Union ? f 


I do not wish to be politically dogmatic, 
but merely brief, and, as you gentlemen 
surely have recognised, I am. religiously 
illiterate and unfeeling. But truly I do not 
see how you can claim to be Christians and 
yet not speak out totally and dogmatically 
against the preparations and testing now 
under way for World War III: 


As I read it, Christian doctrine in con- 
tact with the realities of today cannot lead 
to any other position. It cannot condone 
the murder of millions of people by clean- 
cut young men flying intricate machinery 
over Euro-Asia, zeroed in on cities full of 
human beings—young men. who two years 
before were begging the fathers of your 
congregations for the use of the family car 
for a Saturday night date. 


There is no. necessity for more military 
emphasis. on missiles. There is no need for 
more “science” in education; it is not 
“realism ”’ to. spend more money on arms. 
Necessity. and. need. and realism are the 
desperate slogans of the morally crippled. 
The necessity is for moral imagination. 
The need is for political new beginnings. 
Realism means to stop at once and if need 





be unilaterally all preparations for World 
War III. There is no other realism, no 
other necessity, no other need. 


You will not find in moral principles the 
solution to the problems of war, but with- 
out moral principles men are neither moti- 
vated nor directed to solve them. Put 
nowadays we pagans see that Christian 
morals are more often used as moral 
cloaks of expedient interests than ways of 
moraliy uncloaking such interests. 


War is not today inevitable; it is, imme- 
diately, the result of nationalist definitions 
of world reality, of dogmatic reliance upon 
the military as the major or even the only 
means of solving the explosive problems of 
this epoch of despair and of terror. And 


be a subordinate amusement and a political 
satrap of whatever is going. You will be 
the great Christian joke. 


Final time? 


Men and ideas, the will and the spirit, 
are now being tested, perhaps in all truth 
for the final time; and in this testing so far 
you Christians are standing in default. The 
key sign of this is the fact of your general 
lack of effective opposition, of your par- 
ticipation in the fact of moral insensibility. 
That, of course, is a world fact about 
publics and mases and élites, but it is all 
the more grievous among Christians, if only 
because of the expectations that they have 
aroused about themselves. 


Yet who among you has come out clearly 
on the issues of internecine war and the 
real problems of peace? Who among you 
is considering what it means for Christians 
to kill men and women and children in 
ever more efficient and impersonal ways ? 
Who among you uses his own religious 
imagination to envision another kind of 
basis. for policies governing how men 
should treat with one another ? Who 
among you, claiming even vague contact 
with what Christians call “The Holy 
Spirit,” is calling upon it to redeem the 
day because you know the times are evil ? 


If you are not today concerned with this 
—the moral condition of those in your 
spiritual care—then, gentlemen, what is 
your concern? As a pagan who is wait- 
ing for your answer, I merely say: you 
claim to be Christians. And I ask: What 
does that mean as a biographical and as a 
public fact ? 


In moral affairs you are supposed to be 
among the first of men. No moral affair 
today compares with the morality of war- 
fare and the preparation for it, for in these 
preparations men usurp—as you might say 
—the prerogatives of God. By sitting down 
and by keeping quiet, by all too often 
echoing the claptrap of the higher immo- 
rality that now passes for political leader- 
ship—you are helping to enfeeble further 
in this time of cruel troubles the ideals of 
your Founder. 


Christianity is part of the moral defeat 
of man today. Perhaps it is no longer im- 
portant enough to be considered a cause of 
it; perhaps it is only among the passive 
doctrines of the spectators of man’s moral 
defeat. 


I hope you do not demand of me gospels 
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I hope you do not speak from the moral 
centre of yourself, because if you do, then 
in the dark nights of your soul, in fear 
and in trembling, you must be. cruelly 
aware of your moral peril in this time of 
total war, and—given what you, a Christian, 
say and believe—I, a pagan, pity you. 


Reprinted by kind permission of the 
author and of his London publishers, 
Secker and Warburg. 
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The Establishment alerted 


DIANA COLLINS writes on CND 


HE. Campaign for Nuclear Disarm- 

ament has been in existence for 
nearly three years. At*first its major 
‘activities went unreported, and it 
was written off as a bunch of cranks 
and fellow-travellers. . Today CND 
and Aldermaston marchers are 
household words, provender of car- 
toonists, and even occurring in clues 
to crossword puzzles. 


“The Unilateralists”” complained the Daily 
Telegraph “ have stolen the headlines ”— 
as if we had somehow unfairly got hold 
of something that didn’t belong to us. 
This is a measure of our success. 


But to assess the solid achievements of the 
Campaign we must look behind the head- 
lines. First and foremost is the fact that 
we have made people think and talk and 
have carried on a major educational task 
in spreading information about the in- 
human realities of the nuclear age, Re- 
cently the Twentieth Century produced a 
number called “ Young Opinion.” The 
Editor wrote: “The first preoccupation 
with the young, one shared by those 
whose views on other subjects are as 
various as can be, is the Bomb.” Much 
remains to be done especially in bring- 
ing home to people in~a personal and 
imaginative way what nuclear weapons 
really mean, and it is here that the many 
writers and artists who support us can 
give invaluable help. 


In the matter of nuclear tests, the cam- 
paign in its early days did a great deal 
through its scientific supporters to rouse 
public opinion to the dangers of irre- 
sponsible testing. In spite of inspired 
statements from official sources to the 
effect that a little bit of strontium: 90 
never did anyone any harm, the major 
Powers were’ eventually forced to take 
account of ‘mounting public apprehen- 
sion, It would be foolish to make any 
grandiose claims, but I think it is not too 
much to say that humanity may already 
be, in some small way, indebted to CND 
in that, for the last two years, the atmo- 
sphere has been free from further radio- 
active pollution. 


Remarkable 


Then there is our remarkable political suc- 
cess within the Labour Party. The Cam- 





back for the Campaign... Mr. Gaitskell 
and his followers are moving heaven and 
earth in the Trades Unions and the Con- 
stituencies to get that vote reversed. 
Part of. the struggle from our side must 
consist in presenting a radical and com- 
prehensive alternative to Gaitskellism. 


But the. Campaign is wider, and should 
remain wider, than any political party. 
Its strength has been its inclusiveness and 
its extraordinary diversity... There are 
campaigners who say that the only thing 
that matters is the Labour Party, or the 
Trades Unions, or a mass movement, or 
Direct Action, or producing literature 
and influencing high-level _ opinion. 
Surely all these things matter, but none 
to the exclusion of any other; there is 
room and need for all. 


Exaggerated 


As the Campaign has become more suc- 


cessful opposition to it has hardened. 
Papers. like the Observer and_ the 
Guardian which used to be guardedly 
sympathetic, have swung to an exagger- 
atedly pro-Gaitskell line. The Establish- 
ment has been alerted and is massing its 
defences, 


Because of what we are up against, the 


unity and the breadth of the Campaign 
are still enormously important. Whether 


“CALM yourself, my dear Wat- 
son. Those children. were 
merely perpetuating the psychology 


of Herod’s Law.” 


I was, I admit, not a little discon- 
It was not a suitable mood in 
The 
landlady, Mrs. Hudson, had for the 
fourth time that even chased from the 
front door gangs of urchins given to 
through the 


certed, 
which to spend Christmas Eve. 


bawling. “Silent Night” 


letterbox. 


“TI confess, Holmes,” I cried, “the 
behaviour of. those children tempts me 
to view the homicidal activities of Herod 


with some sympathy ! ” 
©Drecisely.” said Holmes. 


CAROLS IN B 


“You 


expressed. in terms of religion, politics or 
scientific humanism it, is.|a' moral pro- 
test; a, protest. against more than the 
Bomb; .a rejection of the spiritual death 
of a conception of life based upon greed 
and “defended” by terror. “ache 
Bomb,” wrote one young contributor to 
fig ne Century, “is just the system 
ig.” 


What is the nature of this belief that 
unites us all, Christians, agnostics, scien- 
tists, pacifists, non-pacifists, members of 
all political parties, not excluding the 
Communists, and of none? It is an 
assertion of faith in life and in human 
beings as creatures who can respond to 
something nobler than fear or self- 
interest. The individual protest, the in- 
dividual initiative is a great feature of 
this Campaign. In its extreme form this 
is seen in the activities of Direct Action, 
but the Aldermaston Marches, though 
notable for their orderliness and self- 
discipline, are anything but a flock of 
sheep. This belief in human. beings, 
whether as children of God, or just as 
men and women is something infinitely 
precious; it is a hope and a future, if 
mankind is to have any future. As yet 
it is a struggling and tender plant. It 
is as vulnerable as a naked infant, born 
in a stable, but it is as strong. 


his people, he decided to eliminate a 
few village children before they had 
much to lose, and before one of them 
could grow up and. start trouble. It 
was drastic, done in the interests of good 
order, and quite unaware of its own 
havoc.” There was no stopping Holmes 
now. He took a live coal with the fire 
tongs and relighted his disgusting pipe. 

“Watson,” he continued from some- 
where within a cloud of acrid smoke, 


By Jack Shepherd 
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Mrs. L. John Collins—seen here 
after the Jast Aldermaston march— 
assesses the progress made in the 
past three years by the Campaign 
for Nuclear Disarmament. “'Though 
I happen to be married to the 
Chairman,” she points out, “I don’t 
necessarily at all speak for him or 
for the Executive.” 





ings, would you not? But they would 
simply be extending the logic of Herod’s 
Law as it is being applied by most 
people today. In the cold light of day 
who can deny a macabre quality to the 
use of places with names like Christmas 
Island, Bethlehem Steel Works, Holy 
Loch, to further a diplomacy based on 
fear, suspicion, and a vast death? Yet 
few of us are so much as aware of this 
macabre perversion. It has not occurred 
to us to suspect that the claims of one 
who was called the Prince of Peace 
could possibly conflict with that best of 
all possible causes . . . our own stan- 
dard of living. And when it does con- 
flict, it does not occur to us to so much 
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sponsible testing. In spite of inspired 
statements from official sources to the 
effect that a little bit of strontium: 90 
never did anyone any harm, the major 
Powers were! eventually forced’ to take 
account of ‘mounting public apprehen- 
sion. It would: be foolish to: make any 
grandiose claims; but I think it is not too 
much to say that humanity may already 
be, in some small way, indebted to CND 
in that, for the last two years, the atmo- 
sphere has been free from further radio- 
active pollution. 


Remarkable 


Then there is our remarkable political suc- 
cess within the Labour Party. The Cam- 
paign has become a political force which 
can no longer be ignored, and that is a 


position which opens to us great possi- 


bilities and great dangers. 


Still on the ‘credit side, we may~note an 


interesting shift. of emphasis in the. de- 
bate. At first controversy centred around 


“the deterrent,” now” it) is “increasingly: % 
devoted to what would happen if Great 


Britain really ‘did give up nuclear 
‘weapons. We are constantly exhorted to 
“come iclean”» over our attitude’ to 
NATO: and from within the Campaign 
there is a growing demand. that we should 
formulate our policy more widely with 
regard tothe United Nations, World 
Government, and aid to under-developed 
countries. Psychologically, there is a 
tacit acceptance, even among our oppo- 
nents, that unilateral nuclear disarma- 
ment could become the policy of Great 
Britain. 

Obviously we have to go forward on the 
political front. If the Scarborough vote 
for unilateralism. were to. be reversed at 
the next Labour Party conference this 
would be a major, if. temporary, set- 
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Say 





“(ALM yourself, my dear Wat- 

son. Those children. were 
merely perpetuating the psychology 
of Herod’s Law.” 

I was, I admit, not a little discon- 
certed. _It was not a suitable mood in 
which to spend Christmas Eve. The 
landlady, Mrs. Hudson, had for the 
fourth time. that even chased from the 
front door gangs of urchins given to 
bawling “Silent Night” through the 
letterbox. 

“T confess, Holmes,” I cried, ‘the 
behaviour of. those children tempts me 
to view the homicidal activities of Herod 
with some sympathy ! ” 

“Precisely,” said Holmes. “You 
demonstrate Herod’s Law in action.” 

My mood was not improved by’ this 
utterance, and though I said nothing, 
Holmes must have observed that I was 
offended. 

“Herod’s Law runs as follows,” he 
went on. “Physical gratification is sub- 
jectively justified by the abuse of a 
spiritual principal in direct proportion 
to the application of the principle and 
the unconciousness of its abuse.” 


*T fail to’ se how I have demon- 
strated this monstrous Law !”’ I cried, 
astonished. 


Nae 

mn 

“Elementary. I will elucidate.. You 
are tempted. to approve: the slaughter- 
ing of children because children are, to 
your mind, playing havoc witha tender 
spiritual mood. The more devoted you 
feel to that tender mood, the more 
murderous you feel towards the chil- 
dren. You are unconscious of the havoc 
you are playing on the spiritual prin- 
ciple which appears to be motivating 
you. Your perspicacity and shrewdness, 
Watson, are the delight of all your 
friends; but I suggest you have. not 
paused to consider that the children 
below are in their turn quite uncon- 
scious of the havoc they wreak upon 
the carols. The more earnestly they 
bring to bear what appears to them to 
be the sentiment of Christmas, the more 
distressing the result. They in their 
turn ‘are but applying the Law handed 
down by Herod. 

“Tronic, is it not? In statesmanlike 
concern for the peace and stability of 





his people, he decided to eliminate a 
few village children before they had 
much to lose, and before one of them 
could grow up and. start trouble. © It 
was drastic, done in the interests of good 
order, and quite unaware of ‘its. own 
havoc.”” There was no stopping Holmes 
now. He took a live coal: with the fire 
tongs and relighted his disgusting pipe. 

“Watson,” he continued from some- 
where within a cloud of acrid smoke; 


By Jack Shepherd 


“reflect that blasphemy is impossible to 
an offender who is unaware of the 
significance of holiness. Such a person 
could be guilty of bad taste, but hardly 
blasphemy. © Were’ all ‘the Crusaders 
blasphemers ? - Hardly. Yet the Cru: 
sades played havoc with the Faith they 
used as a justifying principle, did they 
not ? The more earnest’ they became 
the more they used the sword on behalf 
of a Lord who had rejected ‘the sword 
and was betrayed’ by ‘its use. ~ Not 
sinister | people. Merely victims of 
Herod’s Law.” 

I had intended to preserve a dignified 
silence, but I could not resist asking: 
“Is it possible. then for anybody not 
to be its victim ?” 

“Oh, quite. Quite possible. But a 
certain sacrifice is the price of freedom. 
Sacrifice of torpor and timidity, of basic 
axioms hitherto unquestioned. Aware- 
ness that when principle and gratifica- 
tion conflict, the principle ought to 
stand, not the gratification. Supposing 
now . . supposing your friends the 
urchins took to chanting: 

Silent Loch, Holy Loch, 

Submarines in the dock, 

Deep in ashes of the dead, 

Where the mortal coil was shed... 
forgive the doggerel . I compose 
on the spur of the moment. 

“Or they might oblige with: 

O busy town of Bethlehem 

Of Pennsylvania Steel, 

How high, how high the rockets 

fly 

And how ‘secure we feel... 

“Now you would think that even 
more odd, in bad taste, and possibly 
blasphemous, than their present render- 








ings, would you not? But they would 
simply be extending the logic of Herod’s 
Law as it is being applied by most 
people today. In the cold light of day 
who can deny a macabre quality to the 
use of places with names like Christmas 
Island, Bethlehem Steel Works, Holy 
Loch, to further a diplomacy based on 
fear, suspicion, and a vast death? Yet 
few of us are so much as aware of this 
macabre perversion. It has not occurred 
to us to suspect that the claims of one 
who was called the Prince of Peace 
could possibly conflict with that best of 
all possible causes . . . our own stan- 
dard of living. And when it does con- 
flict, it does not occur to us to so much 
as consider the possibility of those 
claims taking precedence over our con- 
venience. Herod has the last word.” 

“Then what hope is there?” said I, 
rather bitterly, for his attitude of 
superior understanding irritated me. 

“Dear fellow,” said he, “I do not 
really suspect you of murderous designs 
on the youth of Baker Street; and even 
if you had designs, your opportunities 
are limited and your resources slender. 
In this respect, Watson, rest assured, 
Unfortunately, in the field of nuclear 
diplomacy the opportunities are only 
too much to hand, resources apparently 
unlimited, and the outcoming devastat- 
ing. I have confidence in your own 
admirable self-control, Watson, but not 
in the self-control of an uneasy con- 
vocation of Herods minor.” 


Naa? Na’ Naa’ 


For a time there was silence, and my 
friend gazed broodingly into the fire, 
from time to time muttering words like 
“Macabre” . .°. “comfort and’ joy” 

. and the like... Then he knocked 
the ashes out of his pipe. 

“Perhaps I should not have said that 
Herod has the last word. After all, ‘his 
little plan with the infants. failed | 
Perhaps the time has come for the race 
to realise that the political wisdoms of 
the centuries have been incompetent 
bungling stupidities, Perhaps the price 
of our survival is to be the admission 
that the unrealistic foolishness of God 
might work after all. Ch, by the way, 
Watson, thank you for the cigars. I’ve 
put them in the coal-scuttle with the 
others.” 
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Ernest Bevin 


RiCHARD JACKSON has ably reviewed 

Alan Bullock’s life of Ernest Bevin 
(PN, December 2). There are one or two 
facts, however, that the book does not 
relate, but» which are of. more. practical 
interest to pacifists than Bevin’s career as 
trade union leader. 


After the first war Bevin was on our 
““No More War” platforms, and he signed 
the Ponsonby Peace Letter, which was the 
forerunner. of Dick Sheppard’s Peace 
Pledge. . Until the early part of 1939 he 
was a leading anti-conscriptionist. He was 
always (in later years), as Richard Jackson 
says, ‘‘ ferocious,” and he was unscrupul- 
ous in his determination to get George 
Lansbury ousted. from Leadership of the 
Labour Party in 1935. 


Yet, that he “ratted” is still incompre- 
hensible to me. Was ambition too strong ? 
Anyway, as someone has written, on the 
day that George Lansbury’s body was 
cremated, Ernest Bevin moved into the 
Ministry of Labour and National Service 
to prosecute efficiently the war which 
George Lansbury had done so much to 
avert. 


There are many fine capable youngsters 
in our movement today. Let them take 
notice. Some of them will be faithful right 
through, come failure or success, like 
George Lansbury was. Some of them. will 
succumb to similar temptations as made 
the young Ernest Bevin, war resister, into 
the arch-conscriptionist of the 1939 war.— 
FRANK R. HANCOCK, “ Lisswood,” Liss, 
Hants, 


Capital punishment 


AFTER reading Patricia Goldacre’s letter 
™ ast week on capital punishment I feel 
impelled to say a word for the man in 
blue. We all expect him to protect pro- 
perty and authority, unless we are anar- 
chists, and in doing this he is exposed to 
risks the rest of the community do not 
incur. If there is to be any discrimination 
in favour of any members of society it 
should certainly be made for policemen. 


Then what is the meaning of the re- 
mark “Don’t go within 100 yards of a 
policeman in case he drops.dead and you 
are held responsible” 2? Did Podola not 
kill a policeman? It means that he did 
not or it means nothing. 


I hope there are not many schoolboys 
that identify with Forsyth. He hadn’t the 
excuse that. he had only» murdered a 
policeman. There is probably’a streak of 
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the Churches formed a united front against 
the forces of anti-Christ, the foundations 
of our civilisation would be = greatly 
strengthened.” 


A few days later it added: “In the pur- 
suit of unity we should not. forget. the 
spiritual side.” As the Archbishop of 
Liverpool said, referring to the» visit, this 
is “an attempt to get people of all Churches 
to draw together against a common threat.” 


“That threat,” says the Mail, “is, of 
course, the Communist world.”—HARRY 
CRYER, Bristol. 


Film propaganda 


ON several recent visits to the cinema 

with the expectation of being pleasantly 
entertained, I have been disgusted to dis- 
cover that half the programme was taken 
up with militaristic propaganda. On one 
occasion a brilliant technicolour . and 
cinemascope film, “ Delta V-8,” described 
the training of the V-bomber forces and 
the finished product was referred to as 
“ Britain’s defence—the guardians of peace.” 


On another occasion a similar multi- 
coloured screening of the otherwise excel- 
lent Rank ‘“‘Look at Life” series was de- 
voted to the honour and glory of the 
Lancers—and in the cinema foyer, lo and 
behold, an Army recruiting stand!» On yet 
another occasion a film showing the Royal 
Marines in combat and on a ceremonial 
parade, The»accompanying theme of all 
these films is the glory, tradition and 
honour of going to war ! 


Something should be done—or is it 
perhaps already too late? Have we all 
been ‘conditioned into acceptance of the 
honourable use of force? Perhaps it is 
that we now accept war and it is only the 
means and methods that we sometimes find 
strange ?—PETER D. FENBOW, 91 St. 
Leonard’s Rd., Girlington, Bradford 8, 
Yorks. 


PDURING the course of our recent holi- 
day at Her Majesty’s expense we were 
all very much encouraged and helped by 











letters, messages of support, books, flowers, 
cards, telegrams, etc., which came into us 
continuously. There were far too many for 
us to acknowledge individually. We were 
in particular grateful to the many people 
who subscribed so generously to the Oper- 
ations Foulness Relief Fund. 


Now we are out we are thinking of a 
continuation campaign in the Southend 
area. This seems to us to be a very neces- 
sary next step. We should be primarily 
concentrating on getting into contact with 
the workers at the Atomic Weapons Re- 
search Establishment, a thing which we 
almost completely failed to do during the 
first stage of our campaign. Anyone who 
would be interested in helping this cam- 
paign in any way is urged to write to Ruth 
Townsend at 22 Inverness Avenue, West- 
cliff, Essex—RUTH TOWNSEND, WILL 
WARREN, 


A non-violent force 


PEACE NEWS (November 11) quoted 

Anthony Weaver» as; follows: ““%A 
non-violent force which could take »the 
lead on a huge scale through fraternisation 
and non-co-operation’ could, he claimed, 
demoralise and conyert ‘the personnel of 
an occupying Power.’” 


This is an excellent idea, but: why wait 
until the foreign occupying Power arrives 
to begin the non-co-operation, demoralisa- 
tion and conversion? Is governmental 
violence (military and police) less evil in 
the hands of local authorities than it is in 
the hands of foreigners ? 


I am wondering as to the type of non- 
co-operation Anthony Weaver has in mind. 
Personally, I don’t see how any non-co- 
operation can be effective that doesn’t with- 
draw from the occupying economy and 
establish an independent economy, As 





YK VIII IS IPIAIAII IAA AHA HA AAAHAASISASI SISSIES ISIS IIIA SSSI AS ASIASAA HA 





KINGeoRONM COME 


By The Very Rev. George F. MacLeod 


CENTURIES before Christ 
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for atime.” It is the conviction that 
this Rule goes for all time. 
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long as one is a robot in the mad-money 
economy of the occupying Power, home or | 
foreign, one. co-operates with violence.— 
RICHARD FICHTER, Arzier/Vaud, Swit- 
zerland, ; 


West German thanks 


HRISTOPHER FARLEY’S = rticle, 

“ Fritz _Exler takes a Second. Bow” 
(PN, December 2), is terrific, and I liked 
it a lot. I saw no better about the Han- 
over conference. I translated it and handed 
copies around. It will be of specific in- 
terest to»all of us: who wondered. why the 


-motion (at Scarborough) about German 


weapons was referred ‘to. the Committee. 
He indeed helped a lot by writing this 
article.—“GERMAN _— SOCIALIST,” 
Frankfurt. ‘ 


6 Objective sources” 


@JURELY Peace News could find more 
“ objective.sources for its news items) on 
the USSR than Japanese Intelligence and 
Bonn! ~The .way»in which™you serve up 
reports from such*biased sources of alleged 
Soviet rocket bases, the latest, you tell, us, 
with China as its target area, almost sug- 
gests. that any, anti-Soviet.source is good 
enough for you. This is not consistent 
with the reasonableness of much of Sidney 
Lens’ approach in his recent articles—PAT 
SLOAN, General Secretary, British Soviet 
Friendship Society, 36 Spencer St., London, 
E.C.1. 


The news items published .on page four 
each week under the title “This is Your 
World” are nothing more than news items 
which we believe ought to be brought to 
the attention of our readers. That is why 
we also published Khrushchev’s statement 
earlier in the year about his.“ incredible 
weapon” which he had seen in production. 
That, too, may have been mere propaganda. 


We should add,-with-particular reference 
to the Soviet missile base alleged to be 
pointing at China, that throughout history 
every “realistic”? great military power has 
felt it necessary to prepare for the day 
when. its current alliances were abandoned 
for new alignments. In its brief history the 
Soviet Union has already shown itself to be 


_ no exception to this rule. 


olue, We au expect nim to protect pro- 
perty and authority, unless we are anar- 
chists, and in doing this he is exposed to 
risks the rest of the community do not 
incur. If there is to be any discrimination 
in favour of»any members of society it 
should certainly be made for policemen. 


Then what is the meaning of the re- 
mark “Don’t go within 100 yards of a 
policeman in case he drops dead and you 
are held responsible” ? Did Podola not 
kill a policeman? It means that he did 
not or it means nothing. 


I hope there are not many schoolboys 
that identify with Forsyth. He hadn’t the 
excuse that. he had only murdered a 
policeman. ‘There is probably’a streak of 
blackguardism in many policemen. There 
is certainly a streak of blackguardism in 
moral degenerates, 


Of course the death penalty must go, but 
do not let us, in the name of humanity, 
disparage the men who do our dirty work 
for us—MARJORIE HAMLYN, 89 South- 
wood Lane, London, N.6. 


South African lesson 


N 1899 we fought the South African 

Republics. After two and a half years 
of war, using 250,000 men, losing many by 
disease apart from those slain or maimed 
in battle, spending £200,000,000 (worth 
about £1,200,000,000 of today’s money), 
and bringing on ourselves the disgrace of 
being the patentees of the concentration 
camp, we eliminated the Republics. Now 
the Republic of South Africa emerges again 
after all these years—TOM SULLIVAN, 
31 Knockbreda Park, Belfast 6. 


Religion and politics 


'ORTHER to Captain C. E. Cookson’s 

interesting letter (PN, December 2) on 
the meetings between the Pope and Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury in the interests of 
Church unity, the Daily Mail in its com- 
mentary on November 1 on the visit said: 
“,.. In Communism the Christian world 
faces its gravest threat since the Ottoman 
invasions of Europe in the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries. If, without  relin- 
quishing in any way their own doctrines, 
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Foulness again 


PDURING the course of our recent holi- 
day at Her Majesty’s expense we were 
all very much encouraged and helped by 
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I am wondering as to the type of non- 
co-operation Anthony Weaver has in mind. 
Personally, I don’t see how any non-co- 
operation can be effective that doesn’t with- 
draw from the occupying economy and 
establish an independent economy, As 
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KINGrbONM COME 


By The Very Rev. George F. MacLeod 


(CENTURIES before Christ 
was born in Bethlehem 

of Judaea strange things 
happened in pagan Rome. 


The Feast of the Saturnalia came 
to its climax on our December 
25. Just for a time the celebra- 
tions of that Feast turned their 

world upside down. They shared pre- 
sents, of which two were “musts.” They 
must give lamps and they must give 
sweets: such was the tradition. Perhaps 
that was because the days were so dark 
that they must have light; the times so 
bitter that they must have sweets. 





Slaves 


Then they went mad. Just for a time the 
haughty Roman landlords allowed their 
slaves to run the great estates; the austere 
Roman fathers allowed their children to 
run the house. 


When the great ‘“ December 25” came 
along God Himself was human enough 
to play their game and lift the veil from 
their eyes. He gave to the world a gift. 
The sweetest gift that anyone can have 
is the gift of a child. This child he 
allowed the Magi to crown and the child 
took charge. 


When the child grew up He behaved like 
a slave, washing ithe disciples’ feet, 
though He knew He came from God and 
went to God. While He thus slaved, He 
said “Ye call me Lord and Master for 
so I am.” Thus did He “put down the 
mighty from their seats and exalt the 
humble and meek.” This gift is The 
Light of the World. 


The essence of Faith consists in the con- 
viction that God did not do this “ just 


for atime.” It is the conviction that 
this Rule goes for all time. 

The significance of our epoch is that this 
is now obvious not merely to the eyes of 
Faith, but to the eyes of sight. Earthly 
power has turned in upon itself. No one 
knows where power lies. We only know 
that Privilege breeds pestilence. Strength 
uncontrolled leads to blindness. The 
tich nations fear for their gold. Only 
the poor nations see a golden oppor- 
tunity, and are on the march. The world 
or earthly power is clearly upside down. 

Chesterton said the greatest delusion of the 
Englishman is that he thinks he has read 
THE ORIGIN OF SpEcIES! If more had 
actually read it they would know at least 
that the survival of the fittest does not 
Mean the survival of the beefiest, but 
yather the survival of the precise oppo- 
site, namely, that form of life that is 
most sensitive to its environment. Our 
environment, socially, is now co-opera- 
tion. Only international co-operators 
have any chance of survival. One world 
or none. 


Freedom 


Christmas, then, is the Feast of children, 
the Festival of servants. ‘Whom to 
serve is perfect freedom” runs the old 
Collect. 
quem servire, regnare est: whom to serve 
as a slave is to reign as a King. 

Those who have committed themselves to 
Peace now have not really an uphill task. 
It is those who are committed to Force 
of Arms who will never again find_re- 
freshment. Jack will break his Crown 
and Jill will come tumbling after. Only 
the meek can now inherit the earth. 

God’s Name is Now. When we Halo that 
name, the Kingdom comes. Amen does 
not mean “ May it be so.” It means “It 
is so.” Amen to Christmas, Everyone 
must say it now. 


But the Latin form is better—~ 


, fille a al et Bt ted tet rd ile eo Y pie - pe 
each week under the title “This is Your 
World” are nothing more than news items 
which we believe ought to be brought to 
the attention of our readers. That is why 
we also published Khrushchev’s statement 
earlier in the year about his “incredible 
weapon” which he had seen in production. 


That, too, may have been mere propaganda. 


=? 


We should add,.with-particular reference 
to the Soviet missile base alleged to be 
pointing at China, that throughout history 
every “realistic”? great military power has 


felt it necessary to prepare for the day 


when. its current alliances were abandoned 
for new alignments. In its brief history the 
Soviet Union has already shown itself to be | 
no exception to this rule. 


But of course the purpose of military 
intelligence is not only to provide informa- 
tion but to secure military advantage—and 
a few downright lies are often useful in 
this respect—Ep, 


Hull discussions 


OULD anyone in the area interested 

in the formation of a libertarian 
group in Hull to discuss syndicalism and 
industrial democracy, civil disobedience 
and direct action, anarchism ‘and pacifism 
please contact. me.—JEREMY WESTALL, 


16 Ainthorpe Grove, Derringham Bank, 
Hull, ; 








Christmas Greetings 


from Wellington Books, 
American distributors of the 


TREE LOVERS’ CALENDAR 


Twelve beautiful woodland 
photographs with poetic quotation, 
Edited by Richard St, Barbe Baker 

“The Man of the Trees” 


$1.00 postpaid* 


Request our lists of book bargains. 


Please mention PEACE NEWS. 


WELLINGTON BOOKS 
346 Concord Ave., Belmont, Mass., USA 


*6s. 6d. in England, 
Ltd., 


Order from Jarrold and 


Sons, 


Norwich, Norfolk. 
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The Editor and staff of 


CONTACT 


wish all the readers 


of Peace News a 
HAPPY CHRISTMAS 
and may 1961 lead on 
speedily to the true 

peace which the whole 


world is longing for 


P.O. Box 1979, Cape Town, S. Africa 


Greetings from a new name 












It is not enough to be an observer, a listener, a 
spectator, a mirror, a guardian or even 
a new statesman 


Be ahead of the times—be a 


WAR RESISTER 


and make everyone’s New Year happier 


WAR RESISTERS AY (ae, INTERNATIONAL 


Lansbury Heuse, 88 Park Avenue, Enfield, Middlesex, England 


CONCORD FILMS COUNCIL 


154 CORBYN STREET, N.4 


ARC 7200 


A non-profit-making organisation devoted to the use of films for peace 
in all its many aspects 


IMPORT y+ EXPORT y DISTRIBUTION % PRODUCTION 





Greetings 


to all who work for 


Universal 
Brotherhood 


A fellowship surpassing all. we 
know, of God above and creature- 
hood below, —From VEIL AND 
VISTA by Effie Margaret Heath. 


send for list of 16mm films 





THE 

CARAVAN 

OF 

GREAT BRITAIN 


wishes a 


Happy 
Christmas 


Greetings from 


KINGSWAY 


Magazine of the West London Mission 


sends Christmas Greetings to 
Peace News Readers. 
Our Christmas issue contains : 
articles by 
LEVI DAWSON 
PAUL OESTREICHER 
STEPHAN HOPKINSON 
on the true meaning of Christmas; 
“Students and Religion’ 
by Archie Brown 
A Commentary by DONALD SOPER 
and ‘ Roman Holiday,’ a story 
of Very Early Direct Action 
by Derek Walker 
ONE SHILLING 
from Circulation Manager 
Kingsway Hall, Kingsway, W.C.2 





ERIC WALKER 
FILM PROJECTION SERVICE 


154 CORBYN STREET, N.4 


ARC 7200 


Contractors to Government Departments, utilities, commercial firms, 
voluntary organisations, etc., etc. 





It is the sincere wish of the 
Committee of Management 
and Officials of the 


LONDON 
CO-OPERATIVE 
SOCIETY 


that 





Co-operators Throughout 


ee I ee 


quotation gladly given on request 





GREETINGS 


for 


CHRISTMAS 


from 


THE CENTRAL BOARD FOR 
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 


and for the 


NEW YEAR 


THE 
CARAVAN 
OF 


Greetings 


to all who work for 


Universal 
Brotherhood 


A fellowship surpassing all. we 
know, of God above and creature- 
hood below, —From VEIL AND 
VisTA by Effie Margaret Heath. 


From 


THE LONDON VEGETARIAN SOCIETY 


53 Marloes Road, Kensington 
London, W.8 





WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE 
FOR PEACE AND FREEDOM 


British Section 


sends Christmas Greetings to all 
friends at home and overseas 


29 Great James Street, London, W.C.1 
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THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION 
Wishes all the readers of Peace News A HAPPY CHRISTMAS and A PEACEFUL NEW YEAR 


© 28 9SS99986464699S4464 


GREAT BRITAIN 


RECULVER LODGE 
Beltinge, Herne Bay, Kent 





Peace I leave with you. My peace I give unto you : not 
as the world giveth, give | unto you, Let not your heart 
be troubled, neiti:c. let it be afraid—John 14 : 27. 
Greetings to all peacemakers from the 
ANGLICAN PACIFIST FELLOWSHIP 
29 Great James Street, London, W.C.1 


there will be a Pacifist Fortnight Campaign from June 18 to July 2 to make more widely known the existence of a 
Pacifist Movement whose members have renounced war of every kind and under all circumstances. 


Other important fixtures include the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING in Birmingham, April 29—30 and the 
SUMMER HOLIDAY CONFERENCE at PANTYFEDWEN, Borth, Wales, August 26 to September 2. 


In the meantime express the Christmas spirit of PEACE ON EARTH—GOODWILL TO ALL MEN 
If you have not already done so, SIGN THE PLEDGE to RENOUNCE 


Please write to the General Secretary, Dick Sheppard House, 6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1, who will gratefully 
acknowledge any gift you can send and supply further information 
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GREETINGS 


for 


CHRISTMAS 
from 


THE CENTRAL BOARD FOR 
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 


It is the sincere wish of the 
Committee of Management 
and Officials of the 


LONDON 
CO-OPERATIVE 
SOCIETY 


that 
Co-operators Throughout 
the World will have a 
Very Happy Christmas 


wishes a 


Happy 
Christmas 


and for the 
NEW YEAR 
from the CBCO 


CONTINUING COMMITTEE 
to be set up in April 196] 


for all its 


friends 
and that Peace and Contentment 


will be theirs 
during the NEW YEAR to come 


6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1 











GREETINGS 
to friends the world over from 
THE IRISH PACIFIST MOVEMENT 
Hon. Sec. Betty Taylor 


The Rowans, 20 Landscape Park, 
Churchtown, Dublin 
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WAR. Join in working for the TOTAL UNILATERAL DISARMAMENT OF BRITAIN 
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THE 


‘FREE 





By Olwen Battersby 
“In these countries, the under-developed countries of the Far 
East, of Asia, the Middle East and South America, it is four out of 


five who are hungry—hungry every day of their lives, hungry when 
they die, hungry when they were born, and many hungry even before 


they were born.” 


"INHOSE were the words of Mr. John Anderson, Provincial Director of the 


Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. They explain why on July 1, 1960, 
the five-year “Free the World from Hunger Campaign” was launched by 


the Food and Agriculture Organisa- 


tion at their headquarters in Rome. (P.E.P. Survey). In the meantime the 


birth rate has increased most where the 
food is shortest, Today three-quarters of 
the world’s food is consumed by one-third 
of mankind. The gap between, the wealthy 
West and the rickety folk on the other side 
yawns daily wider. 

Man’s progress throughout the ages has 


It is a startling and little publicised fact 
that the hungry peoples—those receiving 
less than 2,200 calories a day—increased 
in number from 49 per cent, of the world’s 
population in 1938 to 66 per cent in 1953 
—roughly from one-half to two-thirds 


EATING EARTH 


Do you care for your family ? Are you proud of the care you lavish 
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WORLD FROM HUNGER’ 


FAO’s five-year campaign 


pastes 


The construction of wells is a vital part of the campaign against 

poverty. Encouraged by the gift of a pump from a War on Want 

group in Britain, villagers in India eagerly get down to digging— 

knowing that their work will ensure a safe water supply and improved 
health. 


been such that at least five times the popu- gence that went down the drain with Blue 
lation of A.D.1—estimated at between 210 Streak could, as the Rev. Edward Rogers 


and 250 million—are at present barely 
surviving. 

The “ Free the World from Hunger Cam- 
paign” is a desperate attempt to stem the 
tide. Its aim is world-wide non-violent 
revolution: a re-drawing of the world’s 
economic map with the poverty areas re- 
painted, 

It is a gigantic task; it is not an im- 
possible task, 

Man has inherited the wastage of cen- 
turies, By denuding the soil of vital 
minerals, and of trees and vegetation which 
hold water in the top six inches of soil, 
man has made for every acre of cultivation 
three acres of desert. Today he knows that 


told the 1960 Methodist Conference, rid the 
world of leprosy and malaria. 


Government spending, large-scale invest- 
ment, “global strategy” are essential. 
Dams, land reclamation, forest conserva- 
tion, docks, highways, railways, housing 
and hospitals are essential. But essential 
also are the direct-aid and person-to-person 
projects which have caught the imagination 
of War on Want groups during the last 
decade—essential for three quite different 
reasons, 


First, before planning on a world scale 
becomes a practical possibility the apathy 
of governments must be broken. The re- 
sponse to the World Refugee Year Appeal 


the Food and Agriculture Organisa- 
tion at their headquarters in Rome. 


It is a startling and little publicised fact 
that the hungry peoples—those receiving 
less than 2,200 calories a day—increased 
in number from 49 per cent, of the world’s 
population in 1938 to 66 per cent in 1953 
—roughly from one-half to two-thirds 


(P.E.P. Survey). In the meantime the 
birth rate has increased most where the 
food is shortest, Today three-quarters of 
the world’s food is consumed by one-third 
of mankind, The gap between, the wealthy 
West and the rickety folk on the other side 
yawns daily wider. 

Man’s progress throughout the ages has 


EATING EARTH 


Do you care for your family ? Are you proud of the care you lavish 
on them? Most people go to great length to see that the family is well 
fed and housed. That is as it should be. 


And yet some of your family have been eating earth. They were 
starving. For four or five years nearly a quarter of a million Algerian 
refugees have been struggling for life on the borders of Tunisia and 
Morocco. UN observers state that about 85 per cent of them are old 
people and children. They are the innocent victims of a most cruel war. 
We are not concerned with the affairs of the war but we must not blind 
ourselves to the dreadful horror which is being enacted. 


A British MP recently visited the camps in Tunisia, He is an ex- 
perienced observer and has seen poverty in many gross forms. He writes: 
“They took me to what they called one of the ‘best camps.’ After five 
minutes I wanted to go away. I had seen such dreadful suffering, it was 
too much! People with bones going soft, hair falling out, bodies com- 
pletely covered with sores. Children had to be carried about as the poor 
little bones would not support the bloated bodies.” 


His letter goes on, but surely we have written enough. Inquiry shows 
that most of the aid sent to these refugees has come from Iron Curtain 
countries. It is natural that they think the West has little interest in their 
suffering. 


Our appeal is not on the grounds of politics. We are appealing 
because we believe that all the people of the world are of one family. 
Most of us say The Lord’s Prayer. In it we confess that we are all 
children of one Father. 


We plead that it is your family out there. In the agony of hunger 
they clutch at earth and swallow it in a vain attempt to end the pain. 
Please help us in our work of mercy ! 


Your gift will be forwarded without one penny of deduction. All 
our workers are voluntary and we have good friends bearing the costs. 
Your gift, large or small, will be received with gratitude by the Hon. 
Treasurer, The Rt. Hon, James Griffiths, P.C., M.P., War on Want, 9 
Madeley Road, Ealing, W.5. Please cross your postal order or cheque, 
* Algerian Appeal.” 





War on Want desires to thank the generous people who made possible in 
recent months £13,000 for Agadir. To Algerian regroupment camps £12,100 
and many other areas of distress. War on Want supports an Orphanage 
for 100 Algerian refugee boys near Tunis and we plan a Girls’ Home. 
: Your gifts could make this possible. 


and 250 million—are at present barely 
surviving. 

The “ Free the World from Hunger Cam- 
paign” is a desperate attempt to stem the 
tide. Its aim is world-wide non-violent 
revolution: a re-drawing of the world’s 
economic map with the poverty areas re- 
painted, 

It is a gigantic task; it is not an im- 
possible task, 

Man has inherited the wastage of cen- 
turies, By denuding the soil of vital 
minerals, and of trees and vegetation which 
hold water in the top six inches of soil, 
man has made for every acre of cultivation 
three acres of desert. Today he knows that 
by artificially replacing the minerals— 
nitrogen, phosphate and potash—crops can 
be doubled, and waste lands brought into 
cultivation. 


NEW SOURCES OF POWER 


Today he knows that lying low beneath 
the hot sands of the Sahara there is a deep 
underground reservoir, the Albion Nappe, 
which when tapped can “ bring life to the 
howling desert.” 

Today he knows that by applying 
minerals to the sea-bed, new forms of sea- 
weed will flourish, fish will congregate from 
wide areas, and mature in three years in- 
stead of six, As, aided by aqualungs, he 
patrols the depths with television cameras, 
he is learning from the sea how to feed 
earth’s multiplying millions. 


He knows, too, that new sources of 
power—power from the sun, power from 
water, power from the transmission of the 
great winds of Antarctica—can change the 
power regions of the world, and hence their 
potential food supplies, 


The desaltification of water, the redirec- 
tion of rivers, control of the locust, har- 
nessing of elephants for productive pur- 
poses, the discovery by radiation of grain 
which will germinate and ripen within 
three months and so bring the frozen North 
into cultivation: these are but a few of 
the possibilities he is exploring. 

A wonderland of plenty lies, for the first 
time in history, within his reach, To grasp 
it means immediate financial sacrifice by 
the wealthy nations, 


The pacifist thinks at once of arms 
expenditure : four million pounds is spent 
every day by Britain alone on “defence ”’; 
twelve million pounds, the cost of the 
Atlas missile, equals one large fully 
equipped hospital: the money and. intelli- 


told the 1960 Methodist Conference, rid the 
world of leprosy and malaria. 


Government spending, large-scale invest- 
ment, “global strategy” are essential. 
Dams, land reclamation, forest conserva- 
tion, docks, highways, railways, housing 
and hospitals are essential. But essential 
also are the direct-aid and person-to-person 
projects which have caught the imagination 
of War on Want groups during the last 
decade—essential for three quite different 
reasons, 


First, before planning on a world scale 
becomes a practical possibility the apathy 
of governments must be broken. The re- 
sponse to the World Refugee Year Appeal 
has shown that where the people lead, the 
government will shamefacedly follow. 
World-wide planning depends on us: ‘“ We, 
THE PEOPLES of the United Nations,” must 
take the initiative. ; 

Secondly, there is the value of the indi- 
vidual pilot project itself such, for example, 
as that of Rasulia, India. Here there is a 
near-famine situation all the year round, 
many children are blinded and malaria and 
tuberculosis are rife, yet, by conserving the 
water, new waste lands are coming into 
cultivation, new. crops are being grown, 
new hope is being born. “Miracles are 
being achieved” not by the imposition of 
large scale mechanisation from without, 
but by a six-man Quaker team, local com- 
modities, local skills, and abundant local 
labour, 

Here and elsewhere in India the con- 
struction of wells is the vital and initial 
step; the construction of village and com- 
munity life quickly follows. 

Thirdly, and most important. of all, 
“direct aid” is a two-way traffic, The 
West has much to give in technological 
know-how, but also much to learn from 
the indigenous people. 


KEY TO PEACE 


To quote one man on the job: “It must 
never be ‘we’ and ‘they,’ but always 
« us.’ ” 

Here surely in this relationship lies the 
Key to permanent peace. May it not be 
that in the crossing of barriers and the 
linking of hands by the East, the West and 
the “Uncommitted Nations ” political pro- 
paganda will become exposed, the cold 
war crumble, and a new “ third-way” 
thinking emerge, long before total disarma- 
ment has been reached at the Conference 
table. May it not be that in peace-making, 
as in aid, “WE, THE.PEOPLES,” can, and 
must, force the pace. 
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NO PLANE FOR 
INDIA 


MORE than 60 delegates to the 

War Resisters’ International Con- 
ference were stranded in London and 
Frankfurt this week when the char- 
tered plane which was to fly them to 
India was cancelled last Friday night. 


The cancellation followed a delay in 
granting landing rights. 

An attempt to secure another plane after 
the landing rights were granted was un- 
successful. The speakers and some dele- 
gates were expected to leave London on a 
BOAC plane today, Friday. A number of 
the delegates were present at a well- 
attended press conference in London last 
Friday. 

Representing the wide and varied group- 
ing of pacifist and non-violent’ action 
bodies which would be conferring were: 
Danilo Dolci, whose organisation of non- 

violent civil disobedience allied to a con- 

structive programme has earned him the 
title of.“ the Gandhi. of. Italy.” 

Nana. Mahomo, representative of the Pan- 
African Congress in London, 

Stuart Morris, General Secretary of the 
Peace Pledge Union. 

Bayard Rustin, pioneer of the sit-in move- 
ment in the Deep South of the USA. 
Bill Sutherland, member of the Sahara 

Protest team, 

Tony Smythe, Assistant Secretary of the War 
Resisters’. International and a member 
ef the Committee of 100. 

The conference was chaired by Hugh 
Brock, Editor of Peace News and a sponsor 
of the Direct Action Committee Against 
Nuclear War. 

Three pacifists, two from Czechoslovakia 
and one from East Germany, have been 


U.S. military attempt to hold Eatherley in mental hospital 


FRIENDS HIDE HIROSHIMA | 
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CLAUDE R. EATHERLEY, the American pilot who gave the signal to 
drop the atom bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, is being hidden by 
friends after his escape from the mental hospital in which he had been con- 


fined for the past eighteen months. 

“He only took this step after all his 
efforts to obtain release by lawful means 
had been frustrated by the US military,” a 
British Quaker, V. Scott Bayliss, told Peace 
News this weak. 

“The real reason for his confinement 





CHRISTMAS DAY START | 
FOR YOUTH MARCH 


FXHE 130 mile coast-to-coast march organ- 

ised by the Youth Campaign for 
Nuclear Disarmament will leave Liverpool 
on Christmas Day from St. George’s 
Plateau at 10 a.m. 

“Public meetings are planned for every 
market place and village cross; public 
houses, cinemas, churches and coffee bars 
will be leafleted, for the march is intended 
as a campaign rather than a march,” a 
YCND spokesman told Peace News on 
Monday. 

The march organiser, Margaret Archer, 
of 130 Ecclesfield Road, Chapeltown, Nr. 
Sheffield, will welcome offers of vehicles 
for baggage transport, as will the London 
YCND office at 2 Carthusian Street, E.C.1. 

Marchers are preparing for extremely 
bad weather on the moors, but are assured 
of a warm welcome in the big towns from 
CND groups. 

A party is to’ be held for them on Christ- 
mas Eve in the Friends’ Meeting House, 
Hunter Street, Liverpool. There will be a 
dinner for them on Christmas’ Day in 
Warrington, 

Frank Allaun, MP, will speak at a public 
meeting in Albert Square, Manchester, on 
Boxing Day. Y 

They will be in Huddersfield on the 28th, 
Barnsley 29th, Doncaster 30th, Goole 31st, 
and Hull Jan. 1. 

Marchers are reminded that there will be 
no transport in the city on Christmas Day. 








' was that he had begun to take an active 
; interest in work for nuclear disarmament 
‘and particularly to write to the press on 
| i subject, with arguments taken mainly 


from the Sermon on the Mount.” 


So far the authorities have been unable 
to find him. 


After his demobilisation Eatherley was 
haunted by the cries of the thousands of 
victims of his deed, and in spite of psychi- 
atric treatment he could not be freed from 
feelings of guilt. 

“What oppressed him most,” Scott Bay- 
liss told Peace News, was the fact that he 
was treated as a hero, instead of as the 
criminal he felt himself to be. In an 
attempt to get himself punished by society 
he committed a number of pointless crimes, 
such as burglary—although he had no need 
of money. Instead of receiving the punish- 
ment. he craved he was referred to psychi- 
atrists, and eventually confined in the mili- 
tary hospital at Waco, Texas, from which 
he has now escaped.” 


Reports give the escape date as Nov- 
ember 22, but Scott Bayliss has seen a 
letter from Hatherley dated in October. 

In a letter written to a German author 
in June last year, Claude Eatherley said: 

“Whilst in no sense, I hope, either a 
religious or a political fanatic, I have for 
some time felt convinced that the crisis in 
which we are all involved is one calling 
for a thorough re-examination of our whole 
scheme of values and loyalties. . . 

“T believe that we are rapidly approach- 








NEWS IN BRIEF ABOUT 
PRISONERS FOR PEACE 


An Austrian war resister will be in prison 
over Christmas. He is Benedikt Dor- 
mann, of Ladnesgerichtliches Gefangenen- 
haus, Graz, Konrad von H6tzendorf- 
strasse 45. Steiernark. Austria. 


ING PILOT 


ing a situation in which we shall be com- 
pelled to re-examine our willingness to 
surrender responsibility for our thoughts 
and actions to some social institution such 
as the political party, trade union, church 
or state. None of these institutions are 
adequately equipped to offer infallible ad- 
vice on moral issues, and their claim to 
offer such advice needs therefore to be 
challenged, . . 


“ My anti-social acts have been disastrous 
to my personal life, but I feel that, in 
time, my efforts will succeed in bringing 
out my true convictions and philosophy. . .” 





ANTI-POLARIS POSTER PARADES 
IN WEST END TO-NIGHT 


EMONSTRATIONS against the Polaris 

submarine bases are being organised in 
the West End this week by the Campaign 
for Nuclear Disarmament. 


A call went. out Jast week for poster 
paraders who are asked to assemble to- 


night, Friday, outside the BBC in Portland 
Place from 6 p.m. onwards. 


Because of the heavy. traffic and shop- 
ping crowds the poster parades are to be 
limited to groups of 25 people, each group 
being allocated a different route, 

They will be on parade from 6 p.m. 
until 8.30 p.m. 


Tt is expected that there will be a debate 
on the Polaris submarines in the Commons 
today. 





Where did you see it? Something 
about better pensions? A 
Christian View on obscenity? 

A plea to the Churches on 
refugees? Why in the 

BRITISH WEEKLY, of course. 


So for a Happy Christmas Gift 
make it a year’s subscription to |} 


Nana Mahomo, representative of the Pan- 
African Congress in London, 

Stuart Morris, General Secretary of the 
Peace Pledge Union, 

Bayard Rustin, pioneer of the sit-in move- 
ment in the Deep South of the USA. 
Bill Sutherland, member of the Sahara 

Protest team, 

Tony Smythe, Assistant Secretary of the War 
Resisters’. International and a member 
of the Committee of 100. 

The conference was chaired by Hugh 
Brock, Editor of Peace News and a sponsor 
of the Direct Action Committee Against 
Nuclear War. 

Three pacifists, two from Czechoslovakia 
and one from East Germany, have been 
prevented by their governments from 
attending the conference. It has proved 
impossible to issue open invitations to war 
resisters in Spain, 

A message of goodwill has been sent to 
the conference by a Soviet sympathiser. 
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LET PN PUT THE 


Peace and Goodwill 


INTO THEIR CHRISTMAS 


YYNHIS, you will agree, is a particularly 

significant Number of our paper, The 
great African leader Kenneth Kaunda pro- 
claiming, at a time of crisis, his belief in 
non-violence. George MacLeod, revered 
Church leader and outspoken pacifist on 
the Meaning of Christmas, Diana Collins, 
C. Wright Mills, Jack Shephard, and much 
more that deserves the widest possible 
readership at this season of peace and 
goodwill, 

Why not send all your friends a Peace 
News this Christmas? We will supply the 
special Number at 3s. a dozen, (post free) 
or 5s. a dozen with greetings cards and 
envelopes. Or you can give them a deeper 
insight into .our beliefs and activities 
through a 2s, 6d. Christmas Gift Subscrip- 
tion commencing with the Number (see 
details on page 7). 

Christmas is an opportunity peace makers 
must not miss. Please fill in the coupon 


below for those extra copies NOW. 
To PN Publishing Dept., 5 Caledonian Road, 


London, N.1. 
Please supply 
‘aaeer doz. Christmas Number at 3s. doz. 
ngs tases with cards 


and envelopes at 5s. dozen 


I enclose /Charge account £ 


UA Weetthiter it tii EEIUNU TS, UU AIO footie 
of a warm welcome in the big towns from 
CND groups, 

A party is to’ be held for them on Christ- 
mas Eve in the Friends’ Meeting House, 
Hunter Street, Liverpool. There will be a 
dinner for them on Christmas’ Day in 
Warrington, 

Frank Allaun, MP, will speak at a public 
meeting in Albert Square, Manchester, on 
Boxing Day. 

They will be in Huddersfield on the 28th, 
Barnsley 29th, Doncaster 30th, Goole 31st, 
and Hull Jan. 1. 

Marchers are reminded that there will be 
no transport in the city on Christmas Day. 








The Committee of 100 


Lindsay Anderson, John Arden, Mrs, M. Arden, 
Miss Pat Arrowsmith, Ernest Bader, Robert Bolt, 
E. J. Boothby, Jack Bowles, Margaret Bowles, John 
Braine, Douglas Brewood, Douglas Brewood, Jnr., 
Wendy Butlin, April Carter, George Clark, Major 
C. V. Clarke, Norman Coe, Peter Collingwood, 


C. Collins. 

Alex. Comfort, John. F, Crallan, Mrs. -Liesl 
Dales, J. Alun David, Shelagh Delaney, Francis 
Deutsch, Yan Dixon, Robin Fior, Hilda E. Fitter, 
John Fletcher, Harrold Foster, William Gaskill, 
Dorothy Glaister, Michael Gotch, David Graham, 
Bob Gregory, Janet Goodricke, Brian Harrison, 
Trevor Hatton, Laurie Hislam, John Hoyland, Alex 
Jacobs, Sally Jacobs. 

Augustus John, Nicholas Johnson, Ida Kar, B, 
M. Kaye, Mrs. Anne Kerr, Dr, Fergus King, Father 
Kirkby, Ed. Lewis, Christopher Logue, K. Alan 
Longman, Alan Lovell, David Lumsdaine, Hugh 
MacDiarmid, J. N. McNamee. 

George Meliy, Gustay Metzger, Bernard R. Miles, 
Dr, Jack Mongar, John Nicholls, Mrs, Margaret 
O’Connell, John Osborne, Colin Painter, Helen 
Pallegranza, Adam Parker Rhodes, Malcolm Pittock, 
Joan Pittock, Michael Randle, Sir Herbert Read, 
Diana MReadhead, MHeather Richardson, Victor 
Richardson, Mary Ringsleben, E, G. P. Rowe. | 

Bertrand Russell, Ralph Schoenman, Rev. Michael 
Scott, Ivan Seruya, Teddy Seruya, Colin Shaw, 
Colin Smart, Peter Digby Smith, R..D. Smith, 
Tony Smythe, Robin E, Swingler, Nicolas Walter, 
Will Warren, Sarah Watson, Barbara Webb, Dr. W. 
Weinberg, Arnold Wesker, Alan. White, Shirley 
Wood, Norman Wormleighton, Biddy Youngday, 
Alastair Yule. 


~ Whilst in no sense, I hope, either a 
religious or a political fanatic, I have for 
some time felt convinced that the crisis in 
which we are all involved is one calling 
for a thorough re-examination of our whole 
scheme of values and loyalties. . . 

“T believe that we are rapidly approach- 








NEWS IN BRIEF ABOUT 
PRISONERS FOR PEACE 


An Austrian war resister will be in prison 
over Christmas. He is Benedikt Dor- 
mann, of Ladnesgerichtliches Gefangenen- 
haus, Graz, Konrad von H6tzendorf- 
strasse 45, Steiernark, Austria, 

Old lags from World Wars I and II, Direct 
Actionists, and other prisoners for peace 
were guests of the Peace Pledge Union at 
a re-union in London on Dec, 1. 

In the USA Bayard Rustin, accompanied by 
jeading pacifists and representatives of 
the Students Peace Union, laid a wreath 
at Columbia University at the foot of a 
statue of St. Shinran, donated by the 
people of Hiroshima, St. Shinran was 
an early Buddhist who worked for peace 
and social justice in Japan. 

In Paris 130 people stood in a silent demon- 
stration in front of the Ministry. of 
Justice, Leaflets were distributed carry- 
in the list of war resisters in prison for 
Christmas and asking that conscientious 
objectors be allowed to do social work 
instead of fighting in Algeria. 

In London “Prisoners for Peace Day” 
posters were carried through the West 
End in a gale on Dec. 3. Leaflets ex- 
plained to curious passers-by why con- 
scientious objectors and rocket base 
demonstrators would be spending Christ- 
mas in prison, 








25 MPs SIGN LABOUR PEACE APPEAL 


rPHE Labour Peace Fellowship has_ this 

week sent the National Executive Com- 
mittee of the Labour Party signatures from 
over 500 Labour Party members, collected 
at Ward Party, General Management Com- 
mittee and Trade Union branch meetings 
in support of the following declaration : 


“We, the undersigned, support the 
efforts of all those who want to make 
the Labour Party a Peace Party. We 
believe that the Labour Party should up- 
hold the decisions of the Scarborough 
Conference on defence and nuclear dis- 
armament, and call upon both the Party 
leaders and National Executive Com- 


mittee to start a nation-wide campaign 

to gain increased support for _ these 

policies.” 

Heading the list of signatures are the 
names of 25 Labour MPs: Leslie Hale, 
Frank Allaun, Laurie Pavitt, Joyce Butler, 
Harold Davies, Tom Swain, Stephen 
Swingler, Ron Ledger, William Warbey, 
Michael Foot, William Reid, Emrys Hughes, 
Robert Edwards, Konni Zilliacus, Bernard 
Taylor, George Craddock, Leslie Spriggs, 
Fenner Brockway, Judith Hart, George 
Thomas, Dick Kelley, S, O. Davies, Ben 
Parkin and Victor Yates, 

Further signatures are forthcoming and 
will be sent later. 


Tt is expected that there will be a debate 
on the Polaris submarines in the Commons 
today. 





Where did you see it?) Something | 
about better pensions? A 

Christian View on obscenity? 

A plea to the Churches on 

refugees? Why in the 
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THE 
BRITISH 
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The Christian newspaper for 
which more and more people in 
every part of Britain are asking. 


Complete this form now and post to The 
Circulation Manager, B.W., 16 Walker Street, 
Edinburgh, 3. (Subscription rate £1 16s. 10d. 
post paid, and part of year pro rata.) 


Please send THE BRITISH WEEKLY as from 


issue dated... to the following :— 
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peace which the whole 


world is longing for 


P.O. Box 1979, Cape Town, S. Africa 


Greetings from a new name 


CONCORD FILMS COUNCIL 


154 CORBYN STREET, N.4 


WAR RESISTERS AY (ee INTERNATIONAL 
' 


Lansbury Heuse, 88 Park Avenue, Enfield, Middlesex, England 


ARC 7200 


A non-profit-making organisation devoted to the use of films for peace 
in all its many aspects 


IMPORT y EXPORT y% DISTRIBUTION y PRODUCTION 


Greetings 


to all who work for 


Universal 
Brotherhood 


A fellowship surpassing all. we 
know, of God above and creature- 
hood below, —From VEIL AND 


VisTA by Effie Margaret Heath. 


From 


THE LONDON VEGETARIAN SOCIETY 


53 Marloes Road, Kensington 
London, W.8 


send for list of 16mm films 


THE 

CARAVAN 

OF 

GREAT BRITAIN 


wishes a 
Happy 
Christmas 
for all its 
friends 


RECULVER LODGE 
Beltinge, Herne Bay, Kent 





Greetings from 


ee 


A Commentary by DONALD SOPER 


and ‘ Roman Holiday,’ a story 
of Very Early Direct Action 
by Derek Walker 


ONE SHILLING 
from Circulation Manager 
Kingsway Hall, Kingsway, W.C.2 


ERIC WALKER 
FILM PROJECTION SERVICE 


154 CORBYN STREET, N.4 


ARC 7200 


Contractors to Government Departments, utilities, commercial firms, 
voluntary organisations, etc., etc. 


quotation gladly given on request 


It is the sincere wish of the 
Committee of Management 
and Officials of the 


LONDON 
CO-OPERATIVE 
SOCIETY 


that 


Co-operators Throughout 
the World will have a 
Very Happy Christmas 


and that Peace and Contentment 
will be theirs 
during the NEW YEAR to come 
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GREETINGS 


for 


CHRISTMAS 


from 


THE CENTRAL BOARD FOR 
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 


and for the 
NEW YEAR 


from the CBCO 


CONTINUING COMMITTEE 
to be set up in April 196] 


6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1 





GREETINGS 














Peace I leave with you. My peace I give unto you: 

as the world giveth, give I unto you, Let not your heart 

be troubled, neit::c. let it be afraid.—John 14: 27. 
Greetings to all peacemakers from the 


ANGLICAN PACIFIST FELLOWSHIP 
29 Great James Street, London, W.C.1 


WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE 
FOR PEACE AND FREEDOM 
British Section 


sends Christmas Greetings to all 
friends at home and overseas 


29 Great James Street, London, W.C.1 


BSCSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSsSs SSS SES ESSSESEESSESSSBSssTSssssgogs 
THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION 


to friends the world over from 
THE IRISH PACIFIST MOVEMENT 
Hon. Sec. Betty Taylor 


The Rowans, 20 Landscape Park, 
Churchtown, Dublin 
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